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KING JAMES’S SCHOOL, KNARESBOROUGH 
 
Dear Parent and Student, 
 
At the beginning of Year 10 changes take place in the school curriculum which you 
need to be aware of. This booklet is designed to give you an overall picture of that 
curriculum, together with a more detailed account of what is involved in the 
particular subjects that make up the curriculum. 
 
Two very important factors start to operate at this stage: one is the opportunity for 
some choice and the other is that most subjects now lead to an external 
examination, usually at GCSE level. 
 
The principles underlying the curriculum remain basically the same.  We aim to 
make sure that all pupils continue to experience a sound general education which 
keeps all doors open and covers the various areas of experience which make up a 
worthwhile education.  We also have to meet the statutory requirements of the 
National Curriculum and the conditions demanded of Technology College status. 
 
However, within this framework, we allow for the first time some elements of 
choice.  The thinking behind this is twofold. 
 
Firstly, we feel that at this age individual pupils’ interests and abilities are 
developing in a very marked fashion and it is right to take this into account, 
particularly as motivation is so important in all learning. 
 
Secondly, at this age pupils are starting to think seriously about their career 
intentions and what subjects they need to study in relation to these. 
 
We emphasise, however, that this choice has to be very carefully guided and is 
restricted by the considerations outlined above.  Pupils at this age may think they 
know which subjects they like and are good at but this may simply be the product 
of friendship groups or the enthusiasm generated by a particular teacher. 
 
They may also feel confident about the particular career they wish to embark on.  
Two years later, however, their intentions may well be very different. 
 
We shall make sure in school that good advice is available to pupils and parents so 
that decisions are based on the best information available.  It is with this in mind 
that we have put this booklet together.  Over the next few weeks subject staff, 
senior staff and the careers service will be making opportunities to offer further 
information and advice and we hope you will feel at the end of this process that 
everything has been done to enable sensible and beneficial decisions to be made. 
 
You are also invited to attend a “Time for Choice” Evening on Wednesday 28 
January with your son/daughter when there is opportunity to ask questions and 
finalise decisions. I look forward to meeting you then. 
 
J A W WALKER 
DEPUTY HEAD 
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THE YEAR 10 & 11 CURRICULUM AT KING JAMES’S SCHOOL  
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GUIDELINES FOR CHOICE 

 
You will be given advice from subject teachers, form tutors, the careers advisors, 
and in assemblies.  
 
There are some important points you need to be aware of from the beginning: 
 
Design and Technology   
 
Design and Technology can be studied through a variety of materials.  There are 
six options: 
 
 1. Design & Technology:  Food Technology 
 2. Design & Technology:  Graphic Products 

3. Design & Technology:  Hospitality and Catering  
4. Design & Technology:  Product Design 
5. Design & Technology:  Resistant Materials Technology 
6. Design & Technology:  Textiles Technology 

 
You must choose one of these to study at GCSE.  Your Technology teachers will 
give you advice, and you can find out more about each of the six courses in this 
brochure. 
 
How courses are timetabled  
From 2009, the majority of the optional courses (including design technology) will 
be timetabled to be completed in one year. This means that students will be able to 
focus on fewer subjects in Year 10 and reduce the pressure of assessment in Year 
11. This approach also gives greater flexibility and the opportunity for support and 
enrichment activities  
 
Limitations on choice  
It is normally possible for everyone to follow their chosen courses. In order to 
achieve sensible groupings of pupils for teaching, we cannot guarantee that all 
possible combinations of subjects can be timetabled. However, this is rarely a 
problem. 
 

We write the school timetable to accommodate as many students’ first choices as 
possible, so it is important that you make your decisions carefully as changes may 
not be possible once your form has been submitted.  We also have restrictions on 
maximum and minimum group sizes – this means that we may not be able to 
accommodate all students’ preferences and late application forms will not be given 
priority consideration. 
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SO WHAT DECISIONS DO YOU HAVE  
TO MAKE IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS?  

 
You need to make the following decisions:   
 

One Design & Technology subject  from this list: 
 

Food Technology 
Graphic Products 
Hospitality and Catering  
Product Design 
Resistant Materials Technology 
Textiles Technology 
 

        Some free options  from the blue  pages: 
 

Art (GCSE) 
Art (BTEC) 
Asdan  
Business Studies 
Critical Thinking 
Digital Applications (Award)   
Digital Applications (Certificate) 
Drama 
Ethics, Religion & Life 
French 
Geography 
German 
History 
ICT (GCSE) 
Music 
Passport to AS Languages 
Performing Arts (Acting) 
Physical Education 
Preparing for Enterprise 
Spanish 
Travel & Tourism 
The Diplomas 

 
One or two free options  from the pink  pages: 

 
Astronomy 
Digital Photography (Short Course) 
Economics (Short Course) 
Ethics, Religion & Life (Short Course) 
Geography 
German 
History 
Physical Education (Short Course) 
Practical Manufacture 
Preparing for Enterprise 
Science (Triple Award) 
Sociology (Short Course) 
Study Plus (English) 
Study Plus (Mathematics) 
Supported Study 

 
To give you as much choice as possible, some options appear in both the blue and pink 
pages! 

 
 

 

DECISION  
1 

� �
DECISION 

2 

� �
DECISION 

3 
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GCSE 
 

GCSE stands for General Certificate of Secondary Education. 
Results for GCSEs are given as a grade on the following 8-point scale: 
 

A* A B C D E F G 
 

Your work for each subject will be assessed in two ways: 
 
1. Coursework. This is work you do in class and at home. This counts towards 

your final grade and it is important that you complete all the work on time. 
Coursework varies from subject to subject. For example in Design and 
Technology the coursework assignments are major projects involving designing 
and making. In Maths the coursework takes the form of investigations.  

 
2. Examinations. These are held for each subject. For most subjects there are 

two levels of examinations. The foundation tier covers grades G to C. The 
higher tier includes questions on more advanced work and it covers grades D to 
A*. Decisions about the best level of paper for you in each subject are made 
around Christmas in Year 11.   
 
 
 
 
 

 
BTEC  

 
BTEC qualifications are continually assessed and students do not take formal 
examinations.  Students who complete the course satisfactorily are awarded 
qualifications at pass, merit or distinction.  A pass is equivalent to a grade C at 
GCSE, a merit a grade A/B and a distinction an A*/A.  BTEC First Certificates are 
worth two qualifications so a pass is worth 2 C grades.  The BTEC Preparing for 
Enterprise course is equivalent to one GCSE grade B. 
 

CURRICULUM ENRICHMENT 
ADDITIONAL OPPORTUNITIES AT GCSE AND AS LEVEL  

 
In addition to the curriculum offered during the normal working day we run a 
number of courses after School. 
 
These are run by staff with a particular interest and we provide them as enrichment 
activities and opportunities to supplement our curriculum. We have run GCSE 
Expressive Arts, GCSE Latin and AS level Archaeology during the last year.  We 
would hope to offer some of these courses again next year although, unlike our 
core curriculum, our provision for these extra courses is often not fixed until the 
summer term. 
 
You do not need to choose these subjects on your options form. They will be 
advertised again in the summer term. We have included a course description for 
the Expressive Arts course in the back of this booklet as an example of an 
enrichment course that we intend to offer next year, subject to demand. 

 

Certain students are entitled to support in examinations such as extra time or the use of a 
scribe. This is in cases where there is a proven need and normally a track record of 
previous examination support. If you have any questions relating to this please contact Ms 
A Jones, Special Educational Needs Co-ordinator. 
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CHARGING 
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COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

Course descriptions are in the following order 
 

COMPULSORY SUBJECTS  
�  CITIZENSHIP 
�  ENGLISH LANGUAGE & ENGLISH LITERATURE 
�  MATHEMATICS 
�  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
�  SCIENCE 

 
DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY CHOICES (BLUE)  

 

�  FOOD TECHNOLOGY 
�  GRAPHIC PRODUCTS 
�  HOSPITALITY AND CATERING 
�  PRODUCT DESIGN 
�  RESISTANT MATERIALS TECHNOLOGY 
�  TEXTILES TECHNOLOGY 

 
OPTIONS (BLUE)  

�  ART (GCSE) 
�  ART (BTEC) 
�  ASDAN 
�  BUSINESS STUDIES 
�  CRITICAL THINKING 
�  DIGITAL APPLICATIONS (Award) 
�  DIGITAL APPLICATIONS (Certificate) 
�  DRAMA 
�  ETHICS RELIGION & LIFE 
�  FRENCH 
�  GEOGRAPHY 
�  GERMAN 
�  HISTORY 
�  ICT (GCSE) 
�  MUSIC 
�  PASSPORT TO AS LANGUAGES 
�  PERFORMING ARTS (ACTING)  
�  PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
�  PREPARING FOR ENTERPRISE 
�  SPANISH 
�  TRAVEL AND TOURISM 
�  THE DIPLOMAS 
 

OPTIONS (PINK) 
 

�  ASTRONOMY 
�  DIGITAL PHOTOGRAPHY (Short course) 
�  ECONOMICS (Short course) 
�  ETHICS, RELIGION & LIFE (Short course) 
�  GEOGRAPHY 
�  GERMAN 
�  HISTORY 
�  PHYSICAL EDUCATION (Short course) 
�  PRACTICAL MANUFACTURE 
�  PREPARING FOR ENTERPRISE 
�  SCIENCE (TRIPLE AWARD) 
�  SOCIOLOGY (Short course) 
�  STUDY PLUS (English) 
�  STUDY PLUS (Mathematics) 
�  SUPPORTED STUDY 
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The specification is based upon the knowledge, understanding and skills defined in the programme of 
study for Citizenship Key Stage 4 in the National Curriculum.  This GCSE Short Course is designed to 
cover all the requirements of the mandatory programme of study including the statutory requirements 
for Religious Education. 
 

Description 

CCii tt iizzeennsshhiipp  
GGCCSSEE  SShhoorr tt   CCoouurrssee  

 

The Course aims to: 
·  Develop and apply knowledge and understanding about becoming informed citizens through, 

and alongside, the development of skills of enquiry, communication, participation and 
responsible action; 

·  Explore local, national and international issues, problems and events of current interest; 
·  Critically evaluate their participation within school/or community activities.  
·  It will also explore issues of  
·  A personal, social and moral nature which impinge on students own experience and situation. 
·  The relationship between inner beliefs and attitudes and their external expression and develop 

students' understanding of some of the special characteristics of religions and other world views. 
 

The course is broken into three themes: 
 

Theme 1:  Citizenship – Rights and Responsibilities 
Rights and responsibilities of individual in families and at school/college 
Rights and responsibilities within the legal and justice system 
Origins and implications of the diverse identities and social groups in the UK 
Rights and responsibilities of consumers, employers and employees 

Theme 2:  Citizenship and Government 
The work of parliament, the government and the courts in making and shaping the law 
Democracy and the electoral process Government, decision-making and the economy 
United Kingdom’s relationship with the European Union, Commonwealth and United 
Nations 

Theme 3:  Citizenship and Participation 
Social change and the opportunities for individuals and groups to be involved 
The global community and citizenship issues 
International issues and individual action 
 

The course outline above may change as a result of National Curriculum changes. 

Course Outline 

 
Students follow the OCR GCSE (Short 
Course) in Citizenship Studies.   
Specification number 1048 
 

Exam Board 
Specification  �

You will become a model and 
participative citizen. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

There are two components: a written examination paper, duration 1hr 30 minutes, which accounts for 
60% of the marks; and two pieces of internally assessed and externally moderated coursework, which 
together, account for 40% of the marks. 
 

Assessment 
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In GCSE English you will develop new skills as well as using those which you have acquired 
through Key Stage 3.  You will work towards two GCSEs, which are taught as part of the 
same course. 
 

Description 

EEnnggll iisshh  LLaanngguuaaggee  &&  EEnnggll iisshh  LLii tteerraattuurree  
GGCCSSEE  

 

Coursework Examination 
Speaking and Listening activities  Responding to Non-Fiction and Media Texts 
Media Writing to Argue/Persuade/Advise 
Original Writing Poetry from Different Cultures 
Pre 1914 Prose Text  Writing to Inform/Explain/Describe 
20th Century Drama 20th Century Novel 
Post-1914  Prose Text English Heritage Poetry 
Shakespeare  
 

The topics you will be covering are shown above.  You have the chance to read and 
respond to a wide variety of texts, both fiction and non-fiction, including: magazine and 
newspaper articles, a novel, poetry, a Shakespeare play and modern drama.  Media is also 
part of the GCSE course and you may study aspects of film, advertising or television. 
 

We will help you to develop your expertise in writing for different purposes – persuasive, 
argumentative, informative, analytical, creative, and descriptive – so that you can vary your 
style for a range of audiences and contexts. 
 

Speaking and Listening makes up 20% of your final mark.  Therefore we place great 
emphasis on helping you to become confident in communicating with others and expressing 
your ideas.  In class, you will work in pairs and groups as well as individually, and you will 
take part in drama-based activities.  
 

Course Outline 
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By the end of the 
Course  

At GCSE, assessment is as follows: English:  20% oral coursework 
       20% written coursework 
                                                    60% examination 
 

    English Literature: 30% written coursework 
       70% examination 
 

Assessment 
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The GCSE Course followed builds on and develops the skills learnt at Key Stage 3.  It now consists 
of a two tier system of Higher and Foundation with the range of grades being A*- D and C-G 
respectively.  There is no longer a coursework element and, therefore, students will be assessed 
through two terminal examination papers.  The examination papers are based on the following topic 
areas: 

·  Number 
·  Algebra 
·  Shape Space & Measure 
·  Handling Data 

 

Description 

In class, the emphasis is on extending and developing problem-solving skills through individual, 
paired and group activities, giving all students experience of a variety of learning styles. 
 
Throughout the two years students will be taught about patterns and relationships in Mathematics.  
In addition, the use of calculators and ICT is incorporated in many aspects of the work.  Students 
will further develop problem-solving methods, some of which involve the use of a calculator and 
some of which are non-calculator methods. 
 
At present some students have the opportunity to gain a GCSE in Statistics in addition to their 
Mathematics GCSE 
 

Course Outline 

 
 
You will follow the AQA specification GCSE 
course. 
Specification Number 4306 
 

Exam Board 
Specificaiton 

 
You will have developed your working 
knowledge of mathematical ideas and 
techniques.  You will have been presented 
with opportunities to develop your oral, 
written and practical skills and you will have 
experienced applications of Mathematics to 
other areas, particularly Science and 
Technology 
�

By the end of the 
Course  

Assessment for GCSE Mathematics takes the for of two written papers to be taken at the end of the 
course Paper 1 is a non-calculator paper and Paper 2 where calculators are allowed.  The foundation 
tier papers are 1 hour 30min long and the higher tier papers are 2 hours long.  There is no course 
component for Mathematics GCSE.  The Statistics GCSE consists of a written examination and a piece 
of coursework. 
 

Assessment 

MMaatthheemmaatt iiccss  
GGCCSSEE  
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Students are provided with two hours of Physical Education each week, covering games, athletics, 
gym, dance & fitness. New activities are introduced including golf, cheerleading, aerobics & ultimate 
Frisbee. Additionally students can take the option of JSLA (Junior Sports Leader Award). 
 

Description 

A) JSLA: 1 lesson JSLA, 1 lesson Core PE 
 

JSLA (1 lesson) Practical (1 lesson) 

Planning, preparing & assisting a simple sporting activity. 
Basic communication in sporting activities 
Principles& practice in delivering health & fitness sessions 
Understanding fair play in sport 
Understanding the role of sports officials 
Local sport & recreation 
Demonstration of leadership skills   

 
Students perform a range 
of activities from the 
categories below. 

 
B) CORE PE: 2 lessons of core PE covering activities from the areas below. 
 

Physical Education Games 

Athletics Invasion Games 

Fitness Net & Wall Games 

Gym & Dance Striking & Fielding Games 

 

Course Outline 

 
 
Level 1 Award in Sports Leadership. 
Sports Leaders UK 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

 
You will have participated in a broad range of 
activities & given the opportunity to officiate, 
lead, plan & analyse your own & others work. 
You will be equipped with the confidence, 
skill & understanding needed to continue 
sport & exercise after finishing school. 
�

By the end of the 
Course  

JSLA  
1) Active participation through out the six teaching units & completion of the working Log book.  
 

2) Students use this gained knowledge to prepare and lead, a small group, for 1 hour in activity of their 
choice. 
 
 

Core 
There is no formal assessment of this course. 
Students gain expertise in coaching & umpiring as well as developing their practical skills & tactics.  
 

Assessment 

PPhhyyssiiccaall   EEdduuccaatt iioonn  
CCoorree  lleessssoonnss  &&  JJSSLLAA  
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The Core course is designed to include Biology, Chemistry and Physics taught in exciting new 
contexts. Students will then get a choice of either Applied Science or Additional Science. 
 

Description 

SScciieennccee  
GGCCSSEE  

 

The Core course is designed to include Biology, Chemistry and Physics taught in exciting 
new contexts. Students will then get a choice of either Applied Science or Additional 
Science. 
 
Science ‘A’ (Core Science) Applied Science Addition al Science 

 You and Your Genes - B1 
 Keeping Healthy - B2 
 Life on Earth - B3 

AA1 Life Care 
(Biology)  

Homeostasis – B4 
Growth and Development – B5 
Brain and Mind – B6 

 Air Quality - C1 
 Material Choices - C2 
 Food Matters - C3 

AA3 Scientific 
Detection 
(Chemistry) 

Chemical Patterns –C4 
Chemicals of the Environment – C5 
Chemical Synthesis- C6 
 

 The earth in the Universe - 
P1 
 Radiation and Life - P2 
 Radioactive Materials - P3 

AA6 Materials and 
Performance 
(Physics) 

Explaining Motion – P4 
Electric Circuits – P5 
The Wave Model of Radiation – P6 

 

Course Outline 

All exam papers are in two tiers – Higher Tier, for grades A*-D and Foundation Tier for grade 
C-G.  Coursework is worth a third of the total marks for Science A and includes a Case Study 
and Data handling tasks.  
For Additional science the coursework is worth a further 33% and is a science Investigation. 
Applied Science students will take coursework worth 50% of the marks and will do a work 
related report, a suitability test and 6 Standard Procedures (practical tasks done in class- 2 
per science subject).  
 

Assessment 

 
 
Students work towards the OCR ‘21st 
Century Science’ course (J630).  
 

Exam Board 
Specification   

·  You will be able to make sense of the 
science you encounter in everyday life. 

·  You will know more about yourself, the 
environment and even the Universe we live 
in. 

·  You will be able to think critically about 
science that is reported in the media.  

 

By the end of the 
Course  
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Food Technology 
Graphic Products 

Hospitality and Catering 
Product Design 

Resistant Materials Technology 
Textiles Technology 

 
 
 
 
�
�
�
�



 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

Design & Technology 
Food Technology - GCSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The syllabus will give you the opportunity to investigate, design, make and evaluate using food as a 
material.   

Description 

You will need to acquire a knowledge of food, its properties, what happens when it is processed, 
together with the appropriate selection of equipment which would be used in preparation and 
processing.  This knowledge and experience will be gained through skill-based tasks and assignments, 
which enable a range of skills and processes to be developed.  Whenever possible these will be related 
to industrial situations as you will be designing and making for the food industry. 
 
 

Design and Technology Lessons 
�  The knowledge and understanding in the subject is delivered throughout the two-year course 
�  Skills programme 
�  Short focused practical tasks 
�  Product design and make assignments (bread production, soups and vegetable dishes and pastries) 
�  Key Skills, ICT throughout as appropriate.   
�  Use of intranet, internet, food in focus and other software 
�  Focused tasks – sauces, cakes and biscuits, nutritional  
�  science and supporting  practical work 
�  Completion of coursework projects 

�  Tests – looking at mark scheme – feedback to students 

 

Course Outline 

Students follow the AQA Food Technology 
(Full Course). Number 3542. 
 

Exam Board Specification 

You will have experienced designing 
and making quality products using 
food as the design material. 
�

By the end of the Course  

At GCSE coursework is a major part of the assessment and accounts for 60% of the final marks. This is a 
single project within which students will be required to carry out an extended, integrated design and make 
task. This extended piece of work involves 45 hours of supervised time.  The project provides students 
with the opportunity to demonstrate their ability to integrate their knowledge, designing skills and making 
skills to produce food items of quality, which satisfy 
a specific need or function. Students must consider industrial practices and the application of systems and 
control. The importance of this project is reflected in the 60% weighting allocated to it. The evidence for the 
project will take the form of a design folio and practical outcomes. 
Students will take a final written examination, which accounts for the remaining 40% of the overall mark.  
This paper is externally set and marked.   
The exam is a 2 hour untiered paper. 
A preparation sheet will be issued to all candidates on 1st March.  This sheet will give advance notice of 
the design context for most of the questions on the written paper. 
 

Assessment 
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Graphic Products is concerned with the designing and making of products where the outcome can 
be presented as a two or three-dimensional model. 
 

Description 

DDeessiiggnn  &&  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  
GGrraapphhiicc  PPrroodduuccttss  --  GGCCSSEE  

 

You will build on knowledge gained in Key Stage 3 and you will learn how to present your work in 
an effective way, develop skills in researching, analysis and evaluation of finished projects. You 
will use a variety of methods to convey design ideas.  The use of ICT is encouraged throughout 
the course, as well as more traditional methods of drawing. 
 

You will make models based on your own designs. This can be workshop or classroom based 
depending on the material selected. 
 

GCSE Coursework is in the form of one major project, which further develops skills already 
learned.  Coursework is teacher assessed and externally moderated and is completed by the end 
of March. 
 
Topics  
 

�  All students will start a project which follows closely the style of one undertaken for GCSE 
assessment.  Initially the project is based on portfolio work, and develops student’s skills, 
knowledge and understanding. 

�  Students move to finalising designs which are then modelled in the workshop. 
�  Students complete making aspect of product. 
�  Portfolio work is completed. 
�  Major Project: 40 hour supervised coursework.   
�  Students will have chosen a project from alternatives offered.  Portfolio work is the major 

part of this term’s work. 
�  Students will construct a model based on their own design. 

 
 

Course Outline 

Students follow the AQA Graphic Products 
(Full Course).   
Number 4552. 
 

Exam Board Specification 

You will have an understanding of the 
design process. You will be able to 
analyse and evaluate your designs 
and be able to construct a model 
based on these. 

By the end of the Course  

At GCSE coursework is a major part of the assessment and accounts for 60% of the final marks.    
Students take a final examination which accounts for the remaining 40% of the overall mark.  This 
paper is externally set and marked.   
 
A preparation sheet will be issued to all candidates on 1st March in the final year of the course. This 
sheet will give you advance notice of the design context for most of the questions on the written paper. 
 

Assessment 
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Design & Technology 
Hospitality and Catering – GCSE & NVQ Level 1 
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Exam Board Specification 
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By the end of the Course  
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The distinguishing feature of Product Design is the ability to study the material area that best suits you. 

Description 

DDeessiiggnn  &&  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  
PPrroodduucctt   DDeessiiggnn  --  GGCCSSEE  

 

The distinguishing feature of Product Design is the ability to study the material area that best suits 
you.   
You can use any material in the modelling, prototyping or manufacturing of your products. As a 
minimum the theory examination will focus on paper and card.  You must choose at least one other 
material area to study in detail. 
�
The course is centred on the study of consumer products.  It focuses on designing and making 
products that can be mass produced. You will learn how and why products have changed over time 
and design and develop your own products in order to satisfy the needs of clients and consumers.  
You will need to consider the constraints placed on manufacturers in industrial and commercial 
contexts. You will study market forces and the effects products can have on society and the 
environment. There is a great emphasis on using CAD/CAM in assisting you in the design and 
manufacture of your coursework. 
 
GCSE coursework will consist of one major project. You are required to submit a 3-dimensional 
product or outcome and a concise design folder.  You have the freedom to use the type and variety of 
materials necessary to satisfy your design brief. This can include combining materials e.g. wood and 
fabric or ceramics and plastics. 
 
Topics  

�  Analyse and evaluate existing products.  You will re-design a product of your choosing in the 
style of a designer of your choice. 

�  Introduction to Coral Draw and Prodesktop. 
�  Industrial production. 
�  Focused practical tasks (pewter casting) in the workshop familiarising students with 

equipment and processes. 
�  Introduction to GCSE coursework - Research section of coursework completed. 
�  Pupils produce a mobile phone docker using workshop tools.  
�  GCSE coursework - Design Ideas and Development. 
�  Theory (manufacturing processes and materials) taught those focused practical tasks. 

Course Outline 

Students follow the AQA Product Design 
(Full course).  
Number 4557 
 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

You will have a good understanding of 
designing and manufacturing products 
for the mass market.  You will also be 
capable of using CAD software and 
manufacturing using CAM. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

At GCSE coursework is a major part of the assessment and accounts for 60% of the final marks.  The 
final examination accounts for the remaining 40% of the overall mark.  This paper is externally set and 
marked.   
 

Assessment 
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In Resistant Materials you build on the knowledge and skills acquired during Key Stage 3.  You will 
learn how to present your work in an effective way and develop skills in researching, analysis, 
producing design ideas and practical making. 
 

Designing and making activity is based around the three main materials of wood, metals and plastics.  
 

Description 

DDeessiiggnn  &&  TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  
RReessiissttaanntt   MMaatteerr iiaallss   TTeecchhnnoollooggyy  --  GGCCSSEE  

 

�
GCSE Coursework will consist of one major project, which will be selected from a range of board 
set tasks.  This provides you with the opportunity to demonstrate your ability to produce an 
extended design and make project.  Products of quality which satisfy a specific need or function 
are the key to having a high level of success. This project is assessed by your teacher and 
externally moderated.  
You will use a variety of methods to convey your design ideas.  The use of ICT is encouraged 
(especially computer aided design/computer aided manufacture) as well as the more traditional 
methods of communication. 
�
Topics  

�  Focussed Practical Tasks help to build knowledge and understanding. These include 
graphics skills, practical skills and use of ICT including CAD/CAM. 

�  Mini Design and Make Task which follows the style of the major project. 
�  Introduction of Major Project - project outline chosen by pupils.  Advised to purchase 

revision guide. 
�  Major Project: 
�  40 hour supervised coursework element. 
�  Product Manufacture and final evaluation and testing. 

 

 
Students follow the AQA Resistant 
Materials Technology (Full Course).   
GCSE certificate 4562 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

 

You will have a good understanding of 
the design process, being able to 
communicate your ideas and to show 
the merit of this work through the 
making of a quality product. 
�

By the end of the 
Course  

At GCSE coursework is a major part of the assessment and accounts for 60% of the final marks.  This 
work must be completed in school time. Students take a final examination which accounts for the 
remaining 40% of the overall mark.  This paper is externally set and marked.   
 
A preparation sheet will be issued to all candidates on 1st March in the final year of the GCSE.  This 
sheet will give you�advance notice of the design context for most of the questions on the written paper. 
 

Assessment 

Course Outline 
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Design & Technology 
Textiles Technology - GCSE 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Textile Technology is a practical subject area which provides exciting opportunities for creative design 
and manufacture.    
The course prepares candidates for entering higher level courses or for entering the world of work. 
Learning experiences will develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between 
the principles of good design, existing solutions and technological knowledge. These experiences can 
incorporate fashion or interior design. 
 

Description 
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Course Outline 

 
Students follow the AQA Textile 
Technology (Full Course).   
Specification number 4570. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

You will have developed your design and 
technology capability and experienced a 
range of materials and processes which give 
you the confidence to design, make and 
modify products and systems. 
 

By the end of the Course  
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The GCSE Art course is designed to develop new skills and extend many of those which you have 
acquired in Years 7-9. 
 

Description 

AArrtt   
GGCCSSEE  

Students produce two coursework units. Each unit is based on a theme (such as man-
made/organic) under which a minimum of two projects will be produced in different media exploring 
aspects of this theme; for example still life drawing that develops into a sculpture. 
 
The units of work are supported by work journals showing students’ research and imaginative 
responses to the theme.  Use of other artists’ work to help develop their own work is essential. 
Students begin with a 'foundation' project - usually drawing from observation - to get them into the 
habit of using primary source material as a starting point for subsequent work.  
 

Course Outline 

 
You will work towards the GCSE 
Unendorsed Art course with the Edexcel 
Exam Board. 
Number 1027. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

At least 5 projects will have been 
completed, including the exam.  You 
should have produced a minimum of 
3 coursework pieces. 
 

A selection of coursework will be put 
on exhibition at the end of the 
course alongside a portfolio of your 
work, including your sketchbooks 
and this, together with your 
examination piece, will be assessed. 
�

By the end of the 
Course  

 
Students are assessed on Paper One (coursework unit one and two – 30% each) and Paper Two 
which is the Terminal exam (40% of the GCSE). 
 

Both Paper One and Paper Two are assessed using four assessment objectives in the syllabus. 
Paper One units are assessed regularly with feedback throughout the course. Homework is set once 
a week; completed in an A3 sketchpad and is assessed as part of a unit.  
 

There will be a 10-hour exam (spread over 2 days) at the end of the course.  Work journal 
preparation; showing the development of ideas are a vital part of the finished piece of work and are 
assessed. The exams are designed to help students develop appropriate skills and feedback is 
given from these.�
 
 

Assessment 
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A BTEC First Certificate is a practical work related course. Students work will develop by completing 
projects and following design briefs that are based on realistic workplace situations, activities and 
demands. It introduces students to the employment areas in Art and Design and provides a good basis 
to go on to a more advanced work- related qualification. A BTEC First certificate is the equivalent to 
two GCSEs at A*-C grades. 
 

Description 

AArrtt   
BBTTEECC  

 

The BTEC is different to a GCSE in Art and Design which is more `Fine Art` based. The course is 
made up of three units; two mandatory core units and one specialist unit. The two core units are  
`2D and 3D Visual Communication’ and ` Contextual References in Art and Design’. The Specialist 
unit enables students to study a particular area of Art in more depth. There is no exam and all 
course work is assessed. Students will develop a variety of skills in Art and Design through 
following practical design briefs linked to the vocational world of the Visual Arts. 
 

Unit one explores the development of mark making skills through the use of a range of sources and 
direct observation. This enables students to communicate their ideas in response to a given brief. 
Students will be introduced to a wide range of 2D and 3D techniques and will work to specific briefs 
designed with a vocational context. They might, for example, be asked to produce a brochure for an 
exhibition on aspects of the local environment. 
Unit two involves studying historical and contemporary Art, Craft and Design. Students will develop 
their research skills by exploring other artists work in order to enhance their own personal 
responses. 
 

The third unit is where students will specialize in areas of the Visual Arts and follow design briefs 
directed to these areas. Results of projects can aim towards many fields including Graphics, 
Illustration, Printed Textile work and 3D. 
 

Course Outline 

 
 
EDEXCEL Level 2 BTEC First Certificate 

Exam Board 
Specification 

A BTEC First Certificate prepares 
students for employment and provides 
a good grounding to go on to a more 
advanced course such as a BTEC 
National Diploma or Certificate in: 

3D Design, Design, Design Crafts, 
Fashion and Clothing, Fine Art, Graphic 
Design, Multimedia, Photography, 
Textiles. 

 

By the end of the 
Course  

 

Each student will be assessed against the full criteria, which includes research, experimentation and 
a final outcome.  Each unit is graded as a pass, merit or distinction. All units are internally assessed 
by your tutors and externally moderated. All students will be set homework on a weekly basis 
throughout the course. All homework contributes to the units. 
 

Assessment 
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ASDAN is an awarding body for many courses.  The course KJS offer is the Certificate of Personal 
Effectiveness (CoPE).  It is a skills-based, rather than a knowledge based course.  The skills 
practised are: Working with others, Problem solving, Improving own learning performance, Research, 
Discussion and Oral presentation.  There is no examination.  All evidence is organised in a Portfolio. 
 

Description 

AASSDDAANN  
CCooPPEE  

 

To achieve the CoPE, students must gain credits by completing challenges from a variety of 
modules and provide evidence to demonstrate Key skills development.  Modules to choose from 
are:- 

Communication 
Citizenship and Community 
Sport and Leisure 
Independent Living 
The Environment 
Vocational Preparation 
Health and Fitness 
Work Related Learning and Enterprise 
Science and Technology 
International Links 
Expressive Arts 
Beliefs and Values 

 

Course Outline 

 
ASDAN – CoPE Level 1 
ASDAN – CoPE Level 2 

Exam Board 
Specification 

 

You will have had the opportunity to: 
·  Develop and demonstrate a range 

of personal, key and employability 
skills leading to personal 
effectiveness. 

·  Broaden and manage learning 
through the enrichment activities 
provided by the ASDAN challenges. 

·  Receive formal recognition and 
accreditation for the course. 

 

By the end of the 
Course  

Students complete a series of challenges from the chosen modules to gain credits.  This work is 
evidenced in a Portfolio and is externally moderated.   
 

Students can also work independently on challenges at home and can use work they have completed 
in other subject areas.  The 2 week work experience placement they do in Year 10 is worth 2 credits.  
CoPE at KS4 is available at 2 levels – Level 1 is equivalent to Grade D at GCSE, Level 2 is equivalent 
to grade B.  

Assessment 
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GCSE Business Studies is new to students in Key Stage 4. It provides you with an exciting introduction 
into the real world of business, and helps you develop skills and enterprise to succeed in a changing 
world. 

Description 

BBuussiinneessss  SSttuuddiieess  
GGCCSSEE  

 

The course consists of 3 modules  which provide a broad introduction to work and business: 
 
·  Marketing and Enterprise  provides and exciting introduction into how to set up your own 

business. It covers enterprise skills, the business plan, market research and the marketing mix.  
 
·  Business and People  provides insights into how business and work will affect you.  It covers job 

roles, recruitment, training, pay and motivation, employment law, organisation and 
communication. 

 
·  Business Processes & Business Environment  reveal how businesses make decisions about 

production and finance, and how they are affected by competition, the law, the economy, green 
and ethical issues,  and new technology. 

 

Course Outline 

 
The current exam board is OCR and the 
specification is GCSE Business Studies 
1952B  
Further details are available from 
www.ocr.org.uk   
 
 

Exam Board 
Specification GCSE Business Studies provides an 

excellent preparation for the world of 
business and enterprise, and working 
life in general.  If you enjoy the subject, 
then during Years 10 and 11 you can 
also choose from BTEC Preparing for 
Enterprise, and short GCSE courses in 
Economics and Sociology. 
 

In the Sixth form you can continue to 
study Economics, Business, Sociology 
and Law through a range of Advanced 
level and BTEC courses. 

By the end of the Course  

 

Assessment is based on 3 short exams and 1 coursework project. The exam for Business 
Organisation is in January (re-take option in June), the other exams are in June: 
 
Marketing Coursework  Worth 25% of final grade Coursework project 
 
Business Organisation  Worth 25% of final grade 1 hour 15 minute exam 
 
Business Environment  Worth 25% of final grade 1 hour 15 minute exam  
 
Business Processes  Worth 25% of final grade 1 hour 15 minute exam 
        (pre-issued case study) 
 

Assessment 
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CCrrii tt iiccaall   TThhiinnkkiinngg  
 

Critical Thinking is a skills-based rather than content-based subject. It develops the ability to 
interpret, analyse and evaluate ideas and arguments and can support thinking skills in all 
subject areas, from arts and humanities to sciences.  The course follows an AS level 
specification as an enrichment course – All AS level qualifications can be achieved if 
outstanding performance is demonstrated by students. 
 

Description 

During this course pupils will learn how to: 
 

·  understand the importance of examining knowledge and beliefs critically;  
·  recognise, analyse and evaluate their own and others’ beliefs and knowledge 

claims in a variety of contexts;  
·  recognise and evaluate assumptions;  
·  evaluate reasoning of different kinds, including common and important species of 

reasoning;  
·  make connections and synthesise information and arguments;  
·  generate their own arguments and express them clearly.  

 
This course is suitable for pupils who are forecasted a Level 7 in English.  Students will be 
interviewed to check their suitability for the course. 
 

Course Outline 

 
·  The Critical Thinking Course is run 

as an enrichment course with the 
possibility of an AS qualification 
after completing the year.   

      Exam board OCR Specification  
      Number H052 
 

Exam Board 
Specification You will have developed your skills of 

reasoning and arguments which are 
essential for many other subject areas 
such as History and English as well as 
careers choices such as Law, Social 
Sciences, Medicine, Journalism and 
Engineering.�
 
 

By the end of the Course  

 
To achieve the AS-Level qualification it will be necessary for pupils to sit two module exams in 
either January or June.   
 

Assessment 
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Description 

DDrraammaa  
GGCCSSEE  

 

��������������������������
����
 ���

 �
·  �!���"�	�"����#��!��$�
��
���������#���%�������	&�% ��!��
������"	'����'�(�)���%�����*	�

"����"
!�����!��*��+,���"�"����"����
!�"������	���� "�	��	��#����!�����#�������"��������#����!��
"�'��	
��,��

·  �������*��+�*��!�"���"	%�'�##���	������)��"�������� )��'���	����"
��
")�)����	�,�
·  ���#���"	
�����)%��	����'�������*��+�"	'�"�!��!�)�( �)��#�
�������	�������!�"��")�� �	�"	'�����

�#�)����	�-������%����*�����"�
)�"����!�"��")��
!�' �)��"	'�+���������,��
·  .���� %���� #�)'��� ��� ��� '"��� *��!� 	����-� �(")�"���	� � "	'� ���"%�� / � ��0�� �!�� +�%� ��� ��

���#�)�

��(����	,��
·  ����	'�"���"	%��!�"�������#���"	
����"
!������1���# ��"�)%��	���"
!�����2, �
 
 

Head of Department Pointers to Success 
·  The main aim of the GCSE course is for you to enjoy the course and to develop your own 

approach to the work. Drama is as much about entertainment for the performers as it is for the 
audiences.  

·  Aim to work with as many different people as possible during practical lessons. 
·  Performances rely on good group work and a high level of commitment to rehearsals in and out 

of lessons, so try to write a clear rehearsal schedule and keep to it.  
·  Keep your folder up to date with notes, evaluations and essays - it’s the key to successful 

revision.  
·  Attend as many theatre performances each term (preferably one each term). 
 

Course Outline 

 
This course follows the AQA Drama 
Specification – 3241. 

Exam Board 
Specification 
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By the end of the 
Course  

Paper One – Practical Coursework  60% 
Paper Two – Written Paper  40% 
 

At least two practical assessments are undertaken each year. At the end of  
The GCSE course the highest mark for Scripted and Devised components are 
The ones which are submitted to the board.  The ‘preparation and research’ 
Elements of each practical assessment takes the form of a 500 word essay.  As much of the work as 
possible is done through practical experience.  You will be encouraged to find your own style of 
performance. 
Coursework is ongoing throughout the two years.  You will be expected to write essays based on your 
analysis, learn lines, conduct research and organise extra rehearsals out of lesson time.  Theatre visits 
are made throughout the year. 
 

Assessment 

 

 

(��)�,�������

�������������������

��������������� �����

���
��������
����������
���,������

����������������

�����
�"��������
���!�����
����� ���
���&�����&�

�!�"������������������
�����
�&�

����������.
������������
������������""�����
���� ���,�������������
��� �

 

 

The course is divided into two papers: 
·  Paper One – Practical Coursework 
You will prepare practical work for performance and assessment. The work 
includes scripted plays and devised drama work (such as physical theatre 
and improvisation). Assessments are based on your preparation and 
research, rehearsals and the final performance. All assessments are 
filmed, and the final performance is to parents. 
·  Paper Two  – Written Paper 
The written exam in divided into two sections. Students  will be asked to 
discuss plays they have read and analyse live theatre performances they 
have seen during the course. 

 

 

��
�� �

� �
���� �

���



 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

All students will have the option to study the Edexcel GCSE Religion and Life course which 
has a heavy bias towards Ethics. This will lead to a full Edexcel GCSE Certificate. 

Description 

EEtthhiiccss,,  RReell iiggiioonn  &&  LLii ffee  
GGCCSSEE  

 

The course consists of two modules each with five units. 
 
Module 1 – Religion and Life Module 2 – Christianit y 
·  Believing in God  Living the Christian Life 
·  Social Harmony  Worship and Celebration 
·  Matters of Life and Death      Places of Christian Worship 
·  Sex, Marriage and Family  Nature of God 
·  Religion and the Media   Community and Tradition

   
Topics in Module 1 will be studied from the view of Christianity and Islam, and a non-religious 
viewpoint. 
Topics in Module 2 will be studied from the view of Christianity. 
 
These units may be subject to change. 
 

Course Outline 

 
Students will follow the Edexcel 
Specification 2481. 

Exam Board  
Specification 

Candidates following this course will develop skills of  
�  Interpretation 
�  Evaluation 
�  The ability to appreciate a different point of view 
�  Research 
�  Independent learning 
�  Empathy 
 

This course equips candidates for life in the ‘real world’ 
– difference and diversity is a huge part of our Society 
today.   
It helps them to think through many of the important 
topical ethical issues which may affect them or those 
close to them.  It enables them to think for themselves 
about some of the real issues in our society today, 
nationally and internationally. 
Many employers welcome such skills especially those 
where you will be working with other people,�
This course develops an enquiring mind – an important 
life skill whatever the prospects for the future. 

By the end of the 
Course  

Assessments are built into the course in each unit, and there will be a final examination at the 
end of the course.  In the exam there will be a choice of questions on each topic studied and 
candidates will be required to show knowledge and understanding and the ability to evaluate an 
alternative point of view. Topics will be studied from either the viewpoint of Christianity and 
Islam, and a non-religious viewpoint or the viewpoint of Christianity.  There is no coursework. 
 

Assessment 
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The study of Geography focuses on the major issues facing society today. It is a 
contemporary subject and this course emphasises the key issues, its dynamic nature and 
relevance to everyday life. This GCSE course is also designed to lead you to an 
understanding of the nature and origin of these issues and the various ways they might be 
managed effectively. 
 

Description 

GGeeooggrraapphhyy  
GGCCSSEE  

 

You will follow an enquiry-based approach through a variety of teaching methods, note-
taking, discussions, groupwork, role play, ICT, presentations, and personal research. 
There is the opportunity for you to explore the ideas of sustainable developments and to 
emphasise your role in caring for the environment. Our studies will be at scales from local 
to global in different parts of the world. 
 

This course will help you acquire and develop key skills including Ordnance Survey map 
skills, interpreting photographs and satellite images, drawing sketch maps and cross 
sections, evaluation and analysis of data. Fieldwork is also an essential part of the course 
and the GCSE investigation will allow candidates to investigate tourism in Knaresborough. 
Pupils will also undertake fieldwork in Knaresborough and in the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park. In addition the following topics will be studied over the two years: 
 
People and the Natural Environment   People and the Human Environment 
 Tectonic Activity     Population 
 River Landscapes     Industry 
 Coastal Landscapes     Managing Resources 
 

Course Outline 

 
Students will follow the AQA 
Specification A 3031. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

You will develop an awareness of 
the ways in which people interact 
with their environments and 
appreciate the opportunities, 
challenges and constraints that 
face people in different places.  
 

By the end of the 
Course  

Two tiers of assessment are available: Foundation (grades C–G); Higher (grades A*-D). 
The assessment is in three parts: 
 Coursework  (25% based on Knaresborough fieldwork) 
 Paper One  (40% of total marks) Comprises two sections: 
    Section A - Geographical skills 
    Section B - People and the Natural Environment topics 
 Paper Two  (35% of total marks) – People and the Human Environment topics 
 

Assessment 

��
�� �

� �
���� �

�)�



 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In GCSE History develops the history skills you learned in Years 7-9. It also introduces you 
to wider knowledge and understanding, techniques such as note-making and personal 
investigation. 
  

Description 

HHiissttoorryy  
GGCCSSEE  

 

 “Those who do not remember the past are doomed to r epeat it.”  
 

You will study the USA in the 1920s and 1930s: this includes fashion, political and 
economic events – even jazz music and film stars! 
 

We study how the Nazis came to power.  This is the coursework element. 
 

You will study the causes of the second world war. 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Route One Route One Route One 
Depth study, USA: 1920 -
1941 

International relations, 
1919 - 1939 

Home front in World  
War 1 

Route Two Route Two Route Two 
International relations, 
1919 – 1939 

Depth study, USA: 1920 
-1941 

Home front in World  
War 1 

Coursework  March onwards 

 
 
(Half the sets 
follow route 
one, the other 
half route two 
through the 
scheme to 
maximise the 
use of 
resources) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
USA Sourcework Skills 

Revision for 
examinations 

 

Course Outline 

Students follow the OCR History (B) 
Modern World Specification 1937. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

 
You will have a wide knowledge 
of the 20th Century and be able 
to analyse and evaluate 
information and clearly express 
your arguments in writing.  
�

By the end of the 
Course  

There is coursework set and marked by your teachers and this is worth 25% of the total mark.   
The final examination is worth the remaining 75% of the total marks. 
 

Assessment 
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INFORMATION & COMMUNICATIONS  
TECHNOLOGY 

GCSE/Award or Certificate in Digital Applications 
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Exam Board 
Specification 
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By the end of the Course  
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Assessment 

N.B. You can only select one ICT Course 
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Course Outline 

 
AQA City and Guilds 
Higher Diploma in IT 
Specification 7342 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 0�
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By the end of the Course  

Principal lear ning  
Unit 1 is assessed externally via examination using pre-release materials – duration 1.5 hours. 
Units 2-7 are assessed internally through practical project work and are moderated by the exam board. 
Grades awarded are A*, A, B, C or U (ungraded). 
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Description 

LLaanngguuaaggeess  ––  FFrreenncchh//GGeerrmmaann//SSppaanniisshh  
GGCCSSEE  
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Course Outline  

Students study either French AQA 3651 
and/or German AQA 3661 (Specification A) 
and Spanish (3691)). 
 

Exam Board Specification  
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By the end of the Course  
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In Music you will be developing the skills you learnt in Years 7-9.  It will suit those who enjoy practical 
music making and listening, and will provide an excellent opportunity for those who play an instrument 
or sing.  Clearly, being able to play an instrument or sing is vital in this area and lessons in school to 
develop these practical skills will be supported financially by school. 
 

Description 

MMuussiicc  
GGCCSSEE  

 

The course is divided into 3 components:  
 

Composition: A.  We will explore a variety of musical styles through practical work and based on 
the areas of study. This will involve you creating a piece of original music for a folio, which you will 
hand in as coursework at the end of the course.  25% of the final mark. 
B.  Targeted Assignment.  This will be given in the Autumn Term in November and will be a 
composition based on given stimuli.  25% of final mark. 
 

Performance:   You will be able to develop your skills as an instrumentalist or singer and this will 
be taken into account in the final exam.  25% of the final mark.  The final performance of one solo 
piece and one ensemble piece can be recorded at any stage of the course and any number of 
times. 
 

Listening:   We study music from Jazz to Pop and Beethoven to John Williams.  You will be 
expected to conduct individual research and listening.  There will be opportunities here to learn 
about the music and styles through practical work and weekend courses.  This will be assessed in 
an exam at the end of the course.  25% of the final mark. 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term 

Composition – film & 
dance 

Composition – special 
events & orchestral 
landmarks 

Composition – special 
events & pop song 
practical tests 

Listening – film & dance Listening – special events & 
orchestral landmarks 

Listening – special events 
& pop song practical tests 

Composition – individual 
work based on music for a 
special event 

Composition – targeted 
assignment 

Composition completion of 
folios 

Listening – based on test 
papers and areas of study 

Practical performance 
Recording if not already 
completed 

Listening – test 
papers/revision 

 

Course Outline 

 
Students work towards the AQA 
specification in Music 3271. 

Exam Board 
Specification  

You will have gained a wide knowledge 
of musical styles, you will be able to 
perform and compose and be proficient 
in the use of music technology. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

At GCSE, assessment is as follows:    
 
25% composing, 25% performing, 25% integrated assignment and 25% listening and appraising. 
Listening Examination - 1½ hours.   
 

Assessment 
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BTEC Performing Arts (Acting) is a nationally recognised qualification that provides a foundation in 
Drama and Theatre practice. The course explores the Performing Arts through practical and written work. 
The course is a vocational qualification, and covers the key areas of Acting, Performance and Theatre 
Production. It is designed to give you an insight into the performing arts sector through learning about the 
associated practices and processes of the industry.  

Description 

PPeerrffoorrmmiinngg  AArr ttss  
BBTTEECC  
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By the end of the   Course  
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Physical Education is a course designed to bring together both the theoretical & practical aspects of 
sport, exercise, health & fitness.  It is an opportunity for those already attracted to sport & physical 
activity to broaden their knowledge and experience. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Description 

PPhhyyssiiccaall   EEdduuccaatt iioonn  
GGCCSSEE  

 

Theory Components 40%  
 

Anatomy & Physiology Health & Fitness Sport Related Topics 

 
i) Skeletal System 
ii) Joints & Joint Actions 
iii) Muscular System 
iv) Circulatory System 
v) Respiratory System 

i) Reasons for Participation. 
ii) Health, Fitness, exercise & 
performance. 
iii) Components of Fitness 
iv) Principles of training 
v) Methods of training 

 
i) Sports Injuries & First Aid 
ii) Drugs in Sport 
iii) Diet, Health & Hygiene 
iv) Planning & performing an 
exercise programme 
 

 
Practical Components. 60% (50% practical & 10% anal ysis of performance.) 

a) Students are assessed in four activities from at least two of these areas below (50%) 
b) Students verbally analyse a performer in one activity below (10%)  
 

Games Gymnastics Dance 
Athletic Activities Outdoor and Adventurous Activities Swimming 
Exercise Activities   

 

 
With in lessons students cover games, athletics & exercise activities. Candidates can be assessed 
in other areas, if they regularly participate outside of school e.g. Golf, horse riding, karate.  

Course Outline 

 
Students work towards the Edexcel 
Examination Board syllabus in Physical 
Education. 
Number 1827/01. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification  

You will know the importance of physical 
activity, how to adopt a healthy lifestyle, 
be encouraged to develop a positive 
attitude, both as a participant and a 
spectator, and consolidate and improve 
your own�and others’ performances in a 
range of activities. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

Component    Assessment       Value 
 

Theory Component:   Written exam       40% 
 

Practical Component   Coursework assessment through out the course  25% 
    Final Practical exam at the end of the course  25% 
 

Analysis of Performance  A verbal analysis of a performer     10% 
 
Students also have to plan & carry out an exercise programme, which contributes to their practical 
marks. 
 

Assessment 
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BTEC Preparing for Enterprise is new to students in Year 10. It provides an exciting introduction into 
how to start and run your own business. It helps you develop the knowledge and skills to succeed in 
enterprise. BTEC level 2 is equivalent to one full GCSE at grade B.  
 

Description 

PPrreeppaarr iinngg  ffoorr  EEnntteerrpprr iissee  
BBTTEECC  LLeevveell   22  AAwwaarrdd  

The course consists of 2 core  units  and 1 specialist unit  from a choice of two.  
 
Core units (both): 
 

·  Unit 1: Preparing Yourself for Business  helps you understand the benefits of starting a 
business, allows you to examine your own strengths and weaknesses, and enables you to plan 
your own contribution to a business  

 

·  Unit 2: Preparing to Start & Run Your Own Business  In this unit you learn how to put 
together a business plan, and you find out about advice and support available for starting and 
running a business 

 
Specialist units (1 from 2): 
 

·  Unit 3: Planning for Marketing & Sales  you will be able to carry out market research and 
learn how to promote your products or services to customers. You will learn how to calculate 
the cost and prices for your product or service. 

 

·  Unit 4: Plan for the Financial Needs of a Business  teaches you about the finances available 
to a business, how to forecast cash flow and to record the finances for a business, and how to 
measure the financial success of a business. 

 

Course Outline 

The current exam board is Edexcel and 
the specification is Edexcel Level 2 Award 
in Preparing for Enterprise. 
Further details are available from 
www.edexcel.com   
 

Exam Board 
Specification  

BTEC Preparing for Enterprise provides an 
excellent preparation for the world of 
business and enterprise, setting up your own 
business, and working life in general.  If you 
enjoy the subject, then during Years 10 and 
11 you can also choose from a full course in 
GCSE Business Studies, and short GCSE 
courses in Economics and Sociology. 
In the Sixth form you can continue to study 
Economics, Business, Sociology and Law 
through a range of Advanced level and BTEC 
courses. 

By the end of the 
Course  

Each unit is assessed through a coursework assignme nt.  This means you complete 3 
coursework assignments during the course.  Each assignment is worth one third of your total 
grade. The assignments are marked internally.  
 
There are no exams . If you prefer coursework to exams, and want to find out about enterprise, then 
this may be the course for you! 
 

Assessment 
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BTEC Travel and Tourism offers a bite-sized opportunity for students to experience a vocational 
qualification. 

Description 

TTrraavveell   aanndd  TToouurr iissmm  
BBTTEECC  ((FFii rrsstt  CCeerrtt ii ff iiccaattee))  

 

 
This course follows the EdExcel Level 2 
BTEC First Certificate   
 

Exam Board 
Specification �

The course will enable students to have 
an insight into the travel and tourism 
industry and students will have learned 
key skills that will prepare them for future 
experiences in the workplace. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

It is necessary to complete a formal assignment in each unit in order to pass the course. The same 
maximum total of marks can be gained in each of the three units, making them of equal importance. 
On completion of the three assignments, a BTEC Qualification, equivalent to two GCSE grades can 
be achieved.  
 

Assessment 

The course provides a real insight into the travel and tourism industry through dynamic, interactive 
and a specialised focus on learning and thus provides students with career development 
opportunities.  A selling point of the course is that it is assessed through the production of 
coursework and excludes a final written examination. Formal assessment will therefore examine 
different skills such as roleplays, coursework and presentations. It is a teacher-led programme of 
study, but allows the students the chance to work independently. 
     

Students investigate the following units of study: 
 

Unit One: The UK Travel and Tourism Industry  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Unit Two: Exploring Customer Service in Travel and Tourism  
 
 
 
 
 
Unit Four: European Holiday Destinations  
 
 
 
 
 

Course Outline 

 

The unit explore the types of tourism that exists, as well as the motivating factors for 
travel. Students study the main organisation in the industry, their roles and their 
relationships, current practices and how these have impacted on the industry. 
 

 

Students investigate how different organisations approach customer service and 
become aware of the different needs they have.  Students develop a variety of skills 
and techniques associated with providing excellent customer service. 
 

 

This unit introduces students to holiday destinations in Europe.  Students will 
develop skills to assist them in using brochures to select suitable holidays and to 
calculate holiday prices.  Students will also research, plan and cost all elements of a 
holiday. 
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Starting in September, there will be some courses offered by the whole of the Harrogate Area to its 
students.  These courses are open to you.  They are the new Diploma courses planned by the 
government as an important addition to the current range of GCSE and other courses for 14 to 16 year 
olds.  In September, these courses will be timetabled on Mondays and Thursdays, allowing students 
from different schools to study together.   The place of study will be the institutions listed below.  King 
James’s School is the lead institution for the Information Technology diploma and this course is 
described in detail in the blue section of this booklet. 
 

Description 

Diploma Institutions delivering this course 
Creative & Media Boroughbridge High School 

St John Fisher Catholic High School 
Harrogate College 

Hospitality Harrogate College 
King James’ School 
Harrogate High School 

Information Technology King James’ School 
Rossett School 
Ripon College 
Harrogate College 

Society, Health & Development Harrogate College 
 
A Diploma in Key Stage 4 will take two days of study per week over two years, and is worth the 
equivalent of 8½ GCSEs.  Included in this are qualifications in the functional skills of English, ICT 
and Maths, as well as the opportunity to undertake an extended project of your own choice. 
 
If you would like to know more details about any of these courses, please contact Mr Heyes who 
can advise how a Diploma would fit in with the rest of your studies next year. 
 
At the Time for Choice Evening there will be a display about Diplomas from the Harrogate 14-19 
Consortium and the chance to put questions to Mr Heyes, who is coordinating the Information 
Technology Diploma. 
 

Course Outline 

 
Please refer to diploma booklet (available 
from Mr Heyes). 
 

Exam Board 
Specification �

You will have a qualification worth 8½ 
GCSEs. And can progress to further 
study or employment. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

There is a variety of assessment techniques across each diploma. It is important to stress that to be 
awarded the diploma, students must achieve Level 2 (i.e. GCSE grades A*-C) in the functional skills of 
Mathematics, English and Information Technology. 
 

Assessment 

DDiipplloommaass   
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Expressive Arts builds upon skills you have gained in Art, Dance and Music.  You will be 
creating a number of original pieces for performance by exploring and combining two or more 
art forms.  The course is offered in after school and lunchtime so we have the opportunity to 
work continuously on practical pieces.  (It can be taken in Year 9.)  This also means you are 
free to choose any of the other expressive arts subjects from the regular timetable.   
The GCSE can be taken in one year. �
 

Description 

EExxpprreessssiivvee  AArr ttss  ––  TTwwii ll iigghhtt   SSeessssiioonn   
 

Coursework 60% Grade 
 

·  Two coursework units – 40% practical work, 20% working notebook/journal. 
·  Each unit will be from a different area of study e.g. past to present, people and places. 
·  Each unit must present work using two integrated art forms, choosing from Art, Dance, 

Drama, Music and Writing. 
·  Each unit must present a working notebook/journal with critical analysis of related 

existing practitioners, with evaluations showing connections to student’s own work.  
 
Controlled Test 40% 
 

·  Controlled test 40% grade. 
·  Students respond to a theme over 15 hours from one starting point.  It must be a 

different area of study to the coursework. 
·  Students produce practical work combining two art forms and an evaluation of the 

work. 
 

Course Outline 

 
You will work towards the GCSE 
Expressive Arts with the AQA Exam 
Board, Number 3261. 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
You will have developed at least 
three performance pieces ‘allowing 
you to develop personal qualities of 
intuition, imagination, exploration, 
analysis, reflection and control’.  
Students will engage in the creative 
process as an individual member or 
an ensemble. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

·  Coursework (2 Units) 60% of total grade.  Controlled test 40% of total grade. 
 

Assessment 

N.B. Recruitment for this twilight course will take place 
later in the year. 
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Edexcel have consulted with professional astronomers to redevelop their brand new astronomy course 
for 2009. The course covers all aspects of astronomy from the Earth, Sun, Moon interactions right 
through to the large scale structure of the Universe and its ultimate fate which is in the hands of dark 
matter and dark energy. 
 

Description 

Topic Content 

1: Earth, Moon and Sun Deals with each as a body in their own right 
and the interactions between them. 

2: Planetary Systems Explore the Solar System from an historical 
perspective and as we know it today. 

3: Stars Explore constellations, clusters, nebulae, 
galaxies from an observational viewpoint and 
the physical mechanisms behind them. 

4: Galaxies and Cosmology Beginning with our own galaxy (the Milky Way), 
increasing in scale to clusters of galaxies and 
concluding with the large scale structure of the 
Universe.  

 
Coursework: Students will plan, carry out, analyse and evaluate two observational projects. One 
project involves unaided (naked eye) observations and the other requires a camera, binoculars or 
telescope. Both carry equal marks. 
 

Course Outline 

 
Brand new for 2009: Edexcel GCSE in 
Astronomy. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
·  You will have an in depth 

knowledge of all aspects of 
astronomy. 

·  You will know about the historical 
developments on which our present 
day knowledge is built. 

·  You will know about the cutting 
edge areas of research taking place 
right now. 

 

By the end of the 
Course  

Unit 1: Understanding the Universe (external assessment 75% of total mark) 
Unit 2: Exploring the Universe (2 pieces of coursework 25% of total mark) 
 

Assessment 

AAsstt rroonnoommyy  
GGCCSSEE  
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DDiiggii ttaall   PPhhoottooggrraapphhyy  ––  
LLeennss  aanndd  LLiigghhtt--bbaasseedd  MMeeddiiaa  

 

The GCSE Digital Photography lens and light based media course is designed to explore light based 
media through the medium of digital photography. Students will develop skills in digital photography 
through personal enquiry, experimentation and manipulation within the media over one year. 
 

Description 

Students will produce over the duration course a portfolio of work journals exploring different themes 
set by the department which fit the needs of the specification. These will include gaining knowledge 
and understanding of the use of light, pixels, viewpoint, composition, focus, shutter speed and digital 
processing. 
 The work journals will also provide evidence of personal enquiry and expression involving the 
selection, manipulation of images and show connections with the work of others.  
 
The work journals and the outcomes produced from them form the coursework element of the GCSE 
and will be developed using lesson time and homework. At the end of the course they will take a ten 
hour exam which they will have a number of weeks to prepare for. The theme for the exam is chosen 
by the exam board. 
 

Course Outline 

 
You will work towards the GCSE (Short 
Course) in Art and Design: Photography- 
Lens and Light- based media with the 
Edexcel Exam Board. 
 
Specification number (3031) 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
Students will have explored a number of 
different ways of taking and 
manipulating photographs and built up a 
portfolio of work that meets the 
assessment objectives. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

Students are assessed on the coursework and final exam.  The portfolio of work counts for 60% of 
the GCSE. This is the work that the students have produced in the lesson and for homework. 
 
The 10 hour exam, with preparation, counts for the remaining 40%. Pupils cannot get a grade without 
the relevant preparation. All work is assessed by the art teachers and then the marks are moderated 
by the exam. The ten hour exam is spread over two days and pupils will have the opportunity to do a 
‘mock’ exam of ten hours earlier in the course. 
Feedback is given throughout the course with regular Learning cycle information for parents and 
pupils alongside helpful targets related to current work on how to improve. Target grades will be set 
early on to help pupils aspire to the best possible grades. 
 

Assessment 
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EEccoonnoommiiccss  
GGCCSSEE  SShhoorr tt   CCoouurrssee  

 

GCSE Economics (short course) is new to students in Year 10. It provides you with an exciting 
introduction into the real world of economics. It aims to equip you with the basic tools of an economist 
to help you understand current economic issues such as debt, the credit crunch, work and 
unemployment, inflation, house prices, international trade, and globalisation.  As citizens, future 
taxpayers, voters, and business managers, an understanding of these topics will prove invaluable. 
 
 

Description 

The course consists of 1 unit  called Personal Economics . This comprises 3 main topics: 
 
·  Topic 1: Money  In this unit you learn how to use the personal lifecycle as a framework to 

consider your needs and wants, and how to manage personal finances and debt effectively. You 
will also explore the moral and ethical dilemmas when making decisions to do with spending, 
saving, investing or borrowing money. 

 
·  Topic 2: Work  is about the world of work; the rewards of work, the market for labour and how 

wages are determined, and the impact of unemployment on individuals and society. 
 
·  Topic 3: The National & Global Economy  In this unit you consider your role as a citizen in the 

national and global economy. You will learn about exchange rates, international trade, 
globalisation, and migration of workers. You will also have the opportunity to consider the power 
of the consumer to make a difference to issues such as fair trade, world poverty, and ethical and 
environmental concerns. 

 

Course Outline 

 
The current exam board is AQA and the 
specification is GCSE Economics (short 
course). Further details are available from 
www.aqa.org.uk   
 

It may be possible to extend the course to 
a full GCSE by completing one additional 
module. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
GCSE Economics (short course) 
provides an introduction to Economics, 
and an excellent preparation for working 
life in general.  If you enjoy the subject, 
then during Years 10 and 11 you can 
also choose from full course GCSE 
Business Studies, BTEC Preparing for 
Enterprise, and GCSE Sociology (short 
course). 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

The single unit Personal Economics is assessed by a n exam of 1 hour and 15 min utes. The 
exam consists of 3 data response questions. Economics is an academic subject, and exam questions 
require you to analyse both written information and numerical data. A mix of short and longer essay-
style answers are required. 
 

Assessment 
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EEtthhiiccss  RReell iiggiioonn  &&  LLii ffee  
GGCCSSEE  SShhoorr tt   CCoouurrssee  

 

All students in Year 10 will have the option to study the Edexcel GCSE Short Course Religion and Life 
which has a heavy bias towards Ethics. This will lead to an Edexcel GCSE Short Course Certificate. 
 

Description 

The course consists of one module with five units. 
 
Module 1 – Religion and Life   
·  Believing in God   
·  Social Harmony   
·  Matters of Life and Death      
·  Sex, Marriage and Family   
·  Religion and the Media  

   
Topics in this module will be studied from the view of Christianity and Islam, and a non-religious 
viewpoint. 
 

These units may be subject to change. 
 

Course Outline 

 
Students will follow the Edexcel 
Specification A. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 
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By the end of the 
Course  

Assessments are built into the course in each unit, and there will be a final examination at the end 
of the course.  In the exam there will be a choice of questions on each topic studied and candidates 
will be required to show knowledge and understanding and the ability to evaluate an alternative 
point of view. Topics will be studied from the viewpoint of Christianity and Islam, and a non-religious 
viewpoint.  There is no coursework. 
 

Assessment 
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The study of Geography focuses on the major issues facing society today. It is a 
contemporary subject and this course emphasises the key issues, its dynamic nature and 
relevance to everyday life. This GCSE course is also designed to lead you to an 
understanding of the nature and origin of these issues and the various ways they might be 
managed effectively. 
 

Description 

GGeeooggrraapphhyy  
GGCCSSEE  

 

You will follow an enquiry-based approach through a variety of teaching methods, note-
taking, discussions, groupwork, role play, ICT, presentations, and personal research. 
There is the opportunity for you to explore the ideas of sustainable developments and to 
emphasise your role in caring for the environment. Our studies will be at scales from local 
to global in different parts of the world. 
 

This course will help you acquire and develop key skills including Ordnance Survey map 
skills, interpreting photographs and satellite images, drawing sketch maps and cross 
sections, evaluation and analysis of data. Fieldwork is also an essential part of the course 
and the GCSE investigation will allow candidates to investigate tourism in Knaresborough. 
Pupils will also undertake fieldwork in Knaresborough and in the Yorkshire Dales National 
Park. In addition the following topics will be studied over the two years: 
 
People and the Natural Environment   People and the Human Environment 
 Tectonic Activity     Population 
 River Landscapes     Industry 
 Coastal Landscapes     Managing Resources 
 

Course Outline 

 
Students will follow the AQA 
Specification A 3031. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

You will develop an awareness of 
the ways in which people interact 
with their environments and 
appreciate the opportunities, 
challenges and constraints that 
face people in different places.  
 

By the end of the 
Course  

Two tiers of assessment are available: Foundation (grades C–G); Higher (grades A*-D). 
The assessment is in three parts: 
 Coursework  (25% based on Knaresborough fieldwork) 
 Paper One  (40% of total marks) Comprises two sections: 
    Section A - Geographical skills 
    Section B - People and the Natural Environment topics 
 Paper Two  (35% of total marks) – People and the Human Environment topics 
 

Assessment 
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Course Outline  

AQA 3661 (Specification A)  
 

Exam Board Specification  
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By the end of the Course  
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In GCSE History develops the history skills you learned in Years 7-9. It also introduces you 
to wider knowledge and understanding, techniques such as note-making and personal 
investigation. 
  

Description 

HHiissttoorryy  
GGCCSSEE  

 

 “Those who do not remember the past are doomed to r epeat it.”  
 

You will study the USA in the 1920s and 1930s: this includes fashion, political and 
economic events – even jazz music and film stars! 
 

We study how the Nazis came to power.  This is the coursework element. 
 

You will study the causes of the second world war. 
 

Autumn Term Spring Term Summer Term 
Route One Route One Route One 
Depth study, USA: 1920 -
1941 

International relations, 
1919 - 1939 

Home front in World  
War 1 

Route Two Route Two Route Two 
International relations, 
1919 – 1939 

Depth study, USA: 1920 
-1941 

Home front in World  
War 1 

Coursework  March onwards 

 
 
(Half the sets 
follow route 
one, the other 
half route two 
through the 
scheme to 
maximise the 
use of 
resources) 
 

 
 
 

 
 
USA Sourcework Skills 

Revision for 
examinations 

 

Course Outline 

Students follow the OCR History (B) 
Modern World Specification 1937. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

 
You will have a wide knowledge 
of the 20th Century and be able 
to analyse and evaluate 
information and clearly express 
your arguments in writing.  
�

By the end of the 
Course  

There is coursework set and marked by your teachers and this is worth 25% of the total mark.   
The final examination is worth the remaining 75% of the total marks. 
 

Assessment 
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Physical Education short course is designed to bring together the theory & understanding behind 
healthy, active lifestyles combined with practical aspects of sport, exercise, health & fitness.  It is an 
opportunity, to broaden their knowledge and experience of physical education. 
 

Description  

a) Theory Com ponent 40%  
 

OVERVIEW OF TOPICS 

1) Healthy, active lifestyles & how they benefit you 
2) Influences on your healthy, active lifestyle. 
3) Exercise & fitness as part of your healthy lifestyle 
4) Physical activity as part of your healthy lifestyle 
5) Personal health & well being 

 
b) Practical Components 48% 
Students are assessed in two activities (as the player, leader or official) from at least 2 areas below  
 

Outwitting an opponent (games) Performing at maximum levels (athletics) 
Accurate replication of actions (gym) Problem solving (outdoor activities) 
Exploring & communicating ideas (dance) Exercising safely (fitness & health) 
 
With in lessons students cover games, athletics & exercise activities. Candidates can be assessed 
in other areas, if they regularly participate outside of school eg Golf, horse riding, karate.  
 
c) Analyse a performer in one activity 12%  

Course Outline 

 
Students work towards the Edexcel 
Examination Board syllabus in Physical 
Education. 
Number 3PE01 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

 
You will know the importance of physical 
activity, how to adopt a healthy lifestyle, 
be encouraged to develop a positive 
attitude, both as a participant and a 
spectator, and consolidate and improve 
your own�and others’ performances in a 
range of activities. 
�

By the end of the 
Course  

Component    Assessment       Value 
 
Theory Component:   Multi Choice exam      40% 
 

Practical Component   Coursework assessment through out the course   48% 
 

Analysis of Performance  A verbal analysis of a performer     12% 
 
Students also have to plan & carry out an exercise programme, which contributes to their analysis of 
performance 
 

Assessment 

PPhhyyssiiccaall   EEdduuccaatt iioonn  
GGCCSSEE  SShhoorr tt   CCoouurrssee  
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PPrraacctt iiccaall   MMaannuuffaaccttuurree  
 

This course is centred on the manufacture of high quality products. 

Description 

This course is centred on the manufacture of high quality products. It is suitable for students who 
enjoy the practical side of Technology.  Students will have the opportunity to make a wide range of 
products focusing only  on making, modelling finishing skills and accuracy. 
 

Students can choose to study this course along with any of the Design and Technology GCSE 
option choices.  
 

Students studying Food, Textiles and Graphics will be able to develop new practical skills.  This 
course enables students to manufacture products for enjoyment, they will be able to work at their 
own pace and be challenged in another practical area. 
 

Those students studying Resistant Materials and Product Design will be able to make products that 
would not normally be possible on their GCSE course due to the constraints of the curriculum.  The 
additional time and new skills taught can only benefit and support their GCSE option. 
 
Projects   
During year 1 you must complete a minimum of two practical projects.  Some exemplar projects 
are listed below: 
 

1. Skateboard manufacture 
 You will make a full size skateboard including the deck, trunk and all artwork. 
2. Jewellery manufacture 

 You will design and make several pieces of jewellery.  This can include necklaces, 
bracelets and rings. 

3. Free choice manufacture. 
 You can design and manufacture a product of your choice. 

Course Outline 

 
None – there is no formal qualification. 

Exam Board 
Specification �

You will have made a minimum of two 
high quality manufactured products. 
 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

This course is not formally assessed; however students will gain the following skills: 
·  The ability to work accurately and efficiently in terms of planning, materials and components 
·  The ability to manufacture products applying quality control procedures 
·  The ability to consider the solution to technical problems and apply this in the design and 

manufacture of products 
·  Develop decision making skills through individual and collaborative working 
 

Assessment 
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BTEC Preparing for Enterprise is new to students in Year 10. It provides an exciting introduction into 
how to start and run your own business. It helps you develop the knowledge and skills to succeed in 
enterprise. BTEC level 2 is equivalent to one full GCSE at grade B.  
 

Description 

PPrreeppaarr iinngg  ffoorr  EEnntteerrpprr iissee  
BBTTEECC  LLeevveell   22  AAwwaarrdd  

The course consists of 2 core  units  and 1 specialist unit  from a choice of two.  
 
Core units (both): 
 

·  Unit 1: Preparing Yourself for Business  helps you understand the benefits of starting a 
business, allows you to examine your own strengths and weaknesses, and enables you to plan 
your own contribution to a business  

 

·  Unit 2: Preparing to Start & Run Your Own Business  In this unit you learn how to put 
together a business plan, and you find out about advice and support available for starting and 
running a business 

 
Specialist units (1 from 2): 
 

·  Unit 3: Planning for Marketing & Sales  you will be able to carry out market research and 
learn how to promote your products or services to customers. You will learn how to calculate 
the cost and prices for your product or service. 

 

·  Unit 4: Plan for the Financial Needs of a Business  teaches you about the finances available 
to a business, how to forecast cash flow and to record the finances for a business, and how to 
measure the financial success of a business. 

 

Course Outline 

The current exam board is Edexcel and 
the specification is Edexcel Level 2 Award 
in Preparing for Enterprise. 
Further details are available from 
www.edexcel.com   
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

BTEC Preparing for Enterprise provides an 
excellent preparation for the world of 
business and enterprise, setting up your own 
business, and working life in general.  If you 
enjoy the subject, then during Years 10 and 
11 you can also choose from a full course in 
GCSE Business Studies, and short GCSE 
courses in Economics and Sociology. 
In the Sixth form you can continue to study 
Economics, Business, Sociology and Law 
through a range of Advanced level and BTEC 
courses. 

By the end of the 
Course  

Each unit is assessed through a coursework assig nment.  This means you complete 3 
coursework assignments during the course.  Each assignment is worth one third of your total 
grade. The assignments are marked internally.  
 
There are no exams . If you prefer coursework to exams, and want to find out about enterprise, then 
this may be the course for you! 
 

Assessment 
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SScciieennccee  TTrr iippllee  AAwwaarrdd  
 

The course is designed to include Biology, Chemistry and Physics taught in exciting new contexts. 
Students will then go into more detail on specific science concepts during year 11, this course is 
specifically designed for students who wish to study the sciences further at A level or beyond.  
 

Description 

The course is designed to include Biology, Chemistry and Physics taught in exciting new contexts. 
Students will then go into more detail on certain science concepts during year 11, this course is 
specifically designed for students who wish to study the sciences further at A level or beyond.  
 

Modules covered in yr10 Modules covered in year 11 (and 
the end of yr10) 

You and Your Genes - B1 
Keeping Healthy - B2 
Life on Earth - B3 

Homeostasis – B4 
Growth and Development – B5 
Brain and Mind – B6 
Plus module B7 

Air Quality - C1 
Material Choices - C2 
Food Matters - C3 

Chemical Patterns –C4 
Chemicals of the Environment – 
C5 
Chemical Synthesis- C6 
Plus module C7 

The earth in the Universe - P1 
Radiation and Life - P2 
Radioactive Materials - P3 

Explaining Motion – P4 
Electric Circuits – P5 
The Wave Model of Radiation – P6 
Plus module P7 

 

Course Outline 

 
Students work towards the OCR ‘21st 
Century Science’ courses in Biology, 
Chemistry and Physics and will gain a 
GCSE qualification in each subject.  
Number J630. 
 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
·  You will be able to make sense of the 

science you encounter in everyday life. 
·  You will know more about yourself, the 

environment and even the Universe we 
live in. 

·  You will be able to think critically about 
science that is reported in the media.  

·  Have a broad understanding of key 
scientific concepts. 

 

By the end of the 
Course  

All exam papers are in two tiers – Higher Tier, for grades A*-C and Foundation Tier for grade C-G.  
We would anticipate that all Triple science students would by taking higher tier papers.  
There will be one coursework entry for each science and this can either be a combination of a case 
study and Data analysis task, or an investigation.  Triple Science is a demanding course, the entry 
requirements for the Triple Science course will therefore be a level 6 in Year 9 or above, this will also 
take into account forecast levels given by Science teachers. 
 

Assessment 
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SSoocciioollooggyy  
((SShhoorr tt   CCoouurrssee))  

 

Sociology is the study of society.  The GCSE Sociology short course is an introduction to this 
fascinating and important subject. During the course you will develop a much better understanding 
about how society works.  You will be given the chance to discuss and debate sociological ideas and to 
learn about the methods that sociologists use to investigate what is happening in society. 
 

Description 

The course is broken down into three topics, ‘the education system’, ‘the family’ and ‘studying 
society’. 
 

The Education System 
Why is it that some groups of students do better than others? Why do girls do better than boys or 
the rich do better than the poor?  What is the effect of education on students’ lives?  What are the 
differences between private and state schools and what is the effect of this division on society?  By 
developing answers to these and other questions you will gain a much better appreciation of the 
role of education and schools in society. 
 
The Family 
We all grow up in one or other form of family and the family has a massive impact on our lives.  
Some would say it’s the bedrock of society. In this topic you will investigate questions such as; In 
what ways is family life changing?  How are roles within the family changing?  What are the effects 
of divorce, both on society and family members?  
 
Studying Society  
You will find out how to conduct practical research in order to find out about different aspects of 
society.  You will get the chance to conduct questionnaires and other forms of social surveys.  You 
will learn research skills that are useful in many work situations and when studying other subjects. 
  

Course Outline 

 
The current specification is administered 
by the AQA examinations board and 
incorporates the study of three topics in 
one unit. Specification number 4191 
 
It may be possible to extend the short 
course GCSE into a full GCSE by 
completing a second unit. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
The subject is valuable as a preparation 
for working life, providing students with 
valuable skills and a greater 
understanding of society.  It also forms 
a good basis to go on and study a range 
of A levels and other Post-16 
qualifications. 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

Assessment is based upon one written examination.  There is no coursework. 
 

Assessment 
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Study Plus is an approach that has been developed by the Secondary National Strategy for 
pupils at Key Stage 4 who are achieving below national expectations in English but who 
have the potential to make better progress and achieve a grade C with some additional 
support.  The Study Plus approach is designed for: 
 
·  Pupils who end Key Stage 3 on level  5 in English 
·  Pupils who, when in Year 9, are expected by their teachers to attain D  grades at GCSE 

but have the potential to do better 
·  Students who have a good attitude to learning 
 

Description 

Topics may include: 
 
Trailers - Students compose a voice-over and a synopsis in response to a movie trailer 
they have chosen. 
 
Review it! - Students become critics and write reviews, experimenting with different 
writing style. 
 
Proofing to improve Students take the part of a team of reporters or journalists 
contributing articles for a newspaper or journal. 
 
Reality reads Students read and review a range of texts in the context of a reality TV 
show. 
 
Wish you were here Students investigate the language of holiday marketing and 
demonstrate in a presentation what they have learned. 

 

Course Outline 

 
A key feature of Study Plus is that it 
does not follow a set specification but 
is tailored specifically to our students.  
In this respect Study Plus is better 
described as an approach rather than 
a course. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification 

�
You will have a better chance of 
success across your GCSE 
subjects, especially in English,�
 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

There is no formal Study Plus qualification or assessment.  Students’ progress is monitored 
across their other subjects to ensure Study Plus is having a positive impact and boosting 
student performance. 
 

Assessment 

SSttuuddyy  PPlluuss  
((EEnnggll iisshh))  
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Study Plus is an approach that has been developed by the Secondary National Strategy for pupils at 
Key Stage 4 who are achieving below national expectations in Maths but who have the potential to 
make better progress and achieve a grade C with some additional support.   
 
The Study Plus approach is designed for: 
·  Pupils who end Key Stage 3 on level  5 in Maths 
·  Pupils who, when in Year 9, are expected by their teachers to attain D  grades at GCSE but have 

the potential to do better 
·  Students who have a good attitude to learning 
 

Description 

Topics may include: 

Here today, gone tomorrow  Using the subject of global warming students look at and analyse 
data to answer the question: Is there global warming in the world?. 

Drop dead gorgeous This unit engages students in discussion about attractiveness, using 
photographs of the faces of famous people. They develop their understanding of ratios. 

MP3 In this unit pupils investigate buying and using an MP3 player. Using proportional 
reasoning they consider best buys and compare different MP3 players 

Stop the press  This topic takes a practical example of costing advertising space in a newspaper 
and involves the use of spreadsheets to assist students in calculating and re-calculating costs. 

 

Course Outline 

 
A key feature of Study Plus is that it does 
not follow a set syllabus but is tailored 
specifically to our students.  In this 
respect Study Plus is better described as 
an approach rather than a course. 
 
 

Exam Board 
Specification �

You will have a better chance of success 
across your GCSE subjects, especially in 
Maths,�
 

By the end of the 
Course  

There is no formal Study Plus qualification or assessment.  Students’ progress is monitored across 
their other subjects to ensure Study Plus is having a positive impact and boosting student 
performance. 
 
 

Assessment 

SSttuuddyy  PPlluuss  
((MMaatthheemmaatt iiccss))  
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It is not necessary for all students to follow a full GCSE programme, most requirements for 
college vocations and further study usually demand no more than eight GCSE subjects. 
 
Supported study gives students the chance to reduce the number of subjects they take 
during Key Stage 4 and gives them additional time within the school day to complete 
homework and coursework.  It allows them to focus more effectively on their compressed 
curriculum.  It is part of our commitment to personalising learning. 
 
 

Description 

Students are expected to bring work to each session.  

This may be coursework or homework to complete, or it can take the form of preparation for 
forthcoming lessons or indeed topics to review and revise. 

Staff will provide support, guidance and encouragement, and students are expected to 
maintain a “work log” detailing the tasks completed in each session. 

 

Course Outline 

 
There is no exam board syllabus – 
students are expected to arrive at 
each session with work to complete 
for their other subjects. 
 

Exam Board 
Specification �

You will have a better chance of 
success across your GCSE 
subjects.�
 
 

By the end of the 
Course  

There is no qualification or assessment. 
 

Assessment 

SSuuppppoorrtteedd  SSttuuddyy  
 

��
�� �

�  

���� �
���



 

SEPTEMBER 2009 

 


