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Spotlight on Safeguarding

Earlier this week, to coincide with Safer Internet Day, The Department for Science, Innovation, and Technology (DSIT)  launched the ‘You 
Won’t Know until You Ask’ campaign, providing parents and carers with practical support they can use immediately and the confidence 
they need to have a conversation with their children about the content they see online.  

The new guidance focuses on safety settings, conversation prompts, and age-appropriate advice for tackling misinformation and 
harmful content – including ragebait and misogynistic content. 

Ready for the next half term! 

Assemblies and tutor time this week have been spent reminding our students of our expectations in relation to mobile phones, 
equipment and uniform, ready for our return after half term.  As a brief reminder students are expected to: 

•	 Be in full uniform, this means no hoodies or outside coats inside the building 
•	 Ensure their mobile phones and headphones are switched off and out of site, gate to gate 
•	 Have a school bag, with their equipment including their planners 

Thank you so much for helping ensure that students are Ready to Engage with their learning. 

And finally... 

It’s not often that I am speechless – but wow!  What a treat I, along with many of you, have had this week watching “The 
Little Shop of Horrors.”  I had been lucky enough to catch a glimpse of rehearsals, but seeing the actual show was something 
else.  A huge public thank you to all the staff involved, you have given up hours of your time to support our students to put 
on something that was truly spectacular.  There are some wonderful photographs from the show on page 2 of the newsletter.

Students – whether you were acting, singing, dancing or playing a musical instrument, you brought the show to life.  It was so clear to 
see how much time you have put into rehearsals, both in school and at home.  I felt so proud when members of the audience took their 
time to speak to me, to praise you – thank you! 

And as for the Stage Crew – I know that the show could not take place without you and that both the cast and staff put their trust in you.  
You were professional and ensured that the show ran smoothly – thank you!  The entire production really was a fitting way for me to 
celebrate joining King James’s School!  

I hope you all have a lovely half term, 

Kind regards, 

Miriam Oakley 
Headteacher  

Assemblies

During the week beginning 23rd February, we will be 
raising awareness of LGBTQ+ History month through 
assemblies. These assemblies link with our school value of 
RESPECTFUL and will be led by a range of staff members. 

The assemblies will highlight the importance of kindness, understanding, 
and standing up for others, reminding students that respecting everyone’s 
identity helps make our school a safe and welcoming place for all. 

Message from Ms Oakley

Dear parents, carers and students, 



r

Little Shop of Horrors

On behalf of The Drama Department, we want to offer a heartfelt thank you and 
congratulations to the cast, crew and band of this year’s School Production. Every 
single one of you has been dedicated, committed, professional, positive and shone 
on and off the stage. We also want to extend a huge thank you all of the staff support 
around school and to the parents and carers of all students involved, for the months 
of support leading up to this event - every packed lunch for a Sunday, drop offs and 
collections to rehearsal, gathering items of costume and having the soundtrack 
repeatedly played at home. It does not go unnoticed and is always so appreciated. 

We are reminded each year what an incredible community we have at King 
James’s School. Tuesday night was opening night and every student involved 
made us so proud as we stood at the back of S1 cheering them on, as they 
did on Wednesday and Thursday as well, which were just as successful! The post show blues are going to hit hard after 
what is always our favourite - albeit busiest - week of the year! Thank you. And congratulations. See you in February 2027.

Day Event Year Time Location 
Mon Second Half Spring Term begins

Tue

Wed

Thur Year 12 Pastoral Parents’ Evening 12 4.00pm

Fri

The Week Ahead: 23rd February 2026

Hazel Brodie (Y8)

Pippa Rogers (Y7)

This week’s Staff and 
Student Reading 

Recommendations

Please note that the staff recommended 
reads are for KS5 students and adults.



Sixth Form Taster Day - Photography

These images were produced by Year 11 students during the Sixth Form Taster Day, and were made using collage layered images and 
inks, which were then placed on a light box to reveal images. This work was inspired by the artist and photographer Sven Pfrommer. 

Attendance

An Attendance Valentine for Our School Community:

This Valentine’s, we’re sending cheer,
To every student far and near.
With hearts set strong and futures bright,
Each day you come, you take a step right. 

By coming to school, you plant the seed,
For growth, for dreams, for all you need.
Each lesson learned, each challenge faced,
Builds confidence that can’t be replaced. 

In every choice, both big and small,
Kindness and effort can guide us all.
Do what is right, be brave, be true,
Success begins inside of you. 

So stay positive, keep shining through,
There’s so much ahead waiting for you.
With every day and all you do,
Our school is brighter because of you.

Have a fantastic half term – we look forward to seeing everyone on Monday 23rd 
February. 

 

2nd-6th
Feb

Whole
School

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11 Y12 Y13

90.4% 94.5% 91.2% 87.7% 88.3% 90.6% 92.5% 93.8%

When Getting to School
Feels Hard,

Boundaries, Anxiety and Practical
Strategies for Parents

Monday 9  March, 7pm - 8:30pmth

Presented By The Well Connections Therapy Team

Common causes, anxiety,
overwhelm, emotional
regulation and avoidance
cycles

Understanding EBSA and
school refusal

Boundaries that feel
supportive, balancing
empathy with consistency
Practical tools for
mornings, transitions and
reducing power struggles
When to seek extra
support, next steps and
helpful resources for
parents

Click Here to Register

AN EVENING TO CELEBRATE RESPECT, EQUALITY, AND DIVERSITY. 
WE'RE BANDING TOGETHER TO CELEBRATE OUR COMMITMENT THAT EVERYONE 

IS WELCOME AT KJS AND OUR COMMUNITY IS STRENGTHENED THROUGH DIVERSITY AND UNITY. 

Revision Sessions

Year 11 and 13 revision schedules are 
listed  at the end of this newsletter and 
are also available on the school website. 



Thursday 29th January 4pm - 5pm - Sleep

Monday 2nd March 4pm - 5pm - Understanding
and Managing Emotions

Monday 23rd March 4pm -5pm - Self Esteem

Monday 20th April 4pm - 5pm - Exam Stress

If you have any questions please contact 
tewv.wimtwsa@nhs.net

All webinars can be accessed through Microsoft teams and are
free to join. We welcome young people, parents and carers,
teachers and other professionals to join. Joining information

will be posted on our social media channels closer to the time.

@WiMT_MHST

 ONL INE  WEBINAR 
SCHEDULE SPRING TERM

2026

@wellbeinginmind.mhst

Intermediate House Maths Competition

At the end of January, a group of Year 10 and 11 students took on the opportunity to enter the Intermediate Maths Challenge, set by 
the UK Mathematics Trust and gained house points in doing so. This week we received the results and are absolutely delighted with 
their achievements. Stellan C in Year 10 gained the best in school accolade for his score, which also saw him achieve a Gold Award 
and qualify for the next round of the competition. Long Hei  Year 11 will join him there. 

Other notable mentions are for Jenny B and Henry M in Year 11 who also achieved a much-coveted Gold Award. 
A further 16 students gained silver awards, and 25 students bronze awards. Well done to all who took part. Mr Foster will announce 
full house competition results shortly. 

Any parents or students wanting a little brain exercise over the holidays can try the first five questions below or find the full paper 
here.

 

https://ukmt.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/IMC_Paper_2026.pdf


Careers

National Apprenticeship Week

We have been raising awareness and developing understanding of the 
subject specific apprenticeships this week. Amazing Apprenticeships 
is a brilliant website that offers information and resources for 
schools, students and parents. We encourage you to develop your 
own understanding of apprenticeships by reading “Apprenticeships: Hints & Tips for Parents & Carers” using the link below: 

https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/apprenticeships-hints-tips-for-parents-carers/
  
February Half Term Virtual STEM Work Experience with NESO

Tuesday 17th February 10am - 2:30pm 

Are you interested in an exciting career in engineering and energy systems? Sign up for a Virtual STEM work experience with 
National Energy System Operator (NESO) to discover opportunities in the engineering and energy sector and learn how you can 
help shape the future of sustainable energy.  

NESO is part of the UK Government, so it is publicly owned and has a core responsibility for the entire distribution of the UK’s 
electricity and gas supply.       

This is a fantastic opportunity to: 

•	 Learn About Engineering Roles: Gain insight into the innovative work of the National Energy System Operator to balance supply 
and demand across the UK’s energy grid.

•	 Explore Career Pathways: Discover opportunities for school-leavers and graduates and meet current and former apprentices/
graduates working towards a sustainable futureHear From Experts: Meet engineers working at the forefront of the energy 
transition, tackling real-world challenges to create a greener and more sustainable future. 

•	 Ask Your Questions: Participate in a live Q&A session to get tailored advice about the skills, qualifications, and experiences 
needed to succeed in this field. 

Event Details: 

•	 Date: Tuesday 17th February 
•	 Time: 10:00am - 2:30pm 
•	 Location: Virtual via Zoom (Link provided upon registration) 

Who Can Attend? Years 10,11,12 and 13

Register Here
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Reward Celebrations

Around 100 students from Years 7–11 have been recognised for their outstanding 
commitment to our school values this half term. Their positive attitude, dedication to 
learning and consistent demonstration of Ready, Respect and Engaged have truly stood out. 

To celebrate, our KS3 students enjoyed an extended break time celebration, where they were treated to 
a cupcake and a delicious hot chocolate with friends – a well-deserved reward for their hard work and 
commitment. 

Meanwhile, our KS4 students marked their achievement with a special trip to Butter and Bean in Knaresborough town, where they 
enjoyed celebratory cake together in a lovely setting. 

We are incredibly proud of all the students recognised. Well done to each and every one of you! We hope you all have a restful and 
enjoyable half term.

https://www.amazingapprenticeships.com/resources/apprenticeships-hints-tips-for-parents-carers/


Children’s Mental Health Week at King James’s School

This week at King James’s, we have been shining a light on the importance of Children’s Mental 
Health Week and this year’s theme: “This Is Our Place.” Throughout the week, students and 
staff have explored what it truly means to belong—looking at how we connect with others, 
how we support ourselves, and how we build a community where everyone feels valued.

Each day focused on a different aspect of belonging, encouraging students to reflect on their place 
within school, friendships, home, and the wider world. These discussions helped students think 
about how they can support their own wellbeing as well as the wellbeing of others.

A special thank you goes to some of our Student Wellbeing Ambassadors—Imogen, Rosie, Hannah, 
Jessica, and Hattie—who created thoughtful and informative posters that were shared on our 
wellbeing Instagram page @KJS_Cares. Their creativity and dedication played a key role in 
promoting this year’s theme across the school.

Across PSHCE lessons, students linked their learning to Children’s Mental Health Week, exploring 
important themes such as identity, resilience, healthy relationships, and emotional wellbeing.

On Thursday, the Wellbeing in Mind Team hosted an interactive lunchtime stall in school. With games, conversation starters, and 
activities centred around belonging and wellbeing, students had the opportunity to engage in meaningful discussions, ask questions, 
and learn practical ways to support their mental health.

Although Children’s Mental Health Week lasts for just one calendar week, we want to emphasise that at King James’s, mental health 
awareness and support continue all year round. We remain committed to creating a safe, supportive environment where every 








