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It’s starting to feel a lot like autumn...but that hasn’t stopped our students 
from attending school!  Congratulations to every single young person who 
has battled the elements, to ensure that our attendance is at 94%, significantly better 
than this time last year!   

We know that being in school, day in day, day out, makes a difference and want to 
thank you for being in to win!  

Praise, Praise, Praise! 

This week started with the first of our new Praise Breakfasts; over hot chocolate, 
hash browns and pan au chocolate we listened to some of Mr Berry’s “Top 
Tunes” and celebrated our young people who have shown that they have 
been “Ready” for learning.  Well done to all our nominated students, and I 
look forward to next half term’s breakfasts where the theme will be “Respect” 

Parents and carers, make sure you check your emails after half term as throughout 
the week staff have been nominating young people for a Praise Postcard.   
Students can receive one or more of the following under these categories: 

READY POSTCARD - Form tutors, will nominate 1 student that has impressed them this 
Half Term. 

RESPECTFUL POSTCARD - Year Managers and Associate Assistant Heads will nominate 
10 students per year group. 

ENGAGED POSTCARD - Class teachers will nominate 1 student per class  

As you can see it’s not easy to receive a postcard, so I’d like to extend my huge 
congratulations to any worthy recipients. 

And finally... 

A message for Year 11 – I want to praise you for the efforts you have put into your 
PPEs.  I know it’s stressful and exhausting, but you have remained in good spirits, and I 
promise you that it will be worth it this summer.  Use half term to recharge and revise – 
and remember, we are here to help!  

I hope everyone else has a safe and enjoyable half term. 

Thank you as always for your on-going support, 

Kind regards
Miriam Oakley 
Headteacher 

Message from Ms Oakley

Dear parents, carers and students, 

King James’s School Newsletter 
Friday 23rd October 2026

Allergy Awareness

We would like to 
inform parents 
that we have a 
number of students 
in school who 
have a severe  allergy  to nuts. Whilst 
we are not a “nut-free” school, as part 
of our commitment to the health and 
safety of all students we kindly ask that 
parents are mindful of this if sending 
snacks and packed lunches into school. 

Thank you as always for your support.
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School Council

A big congratulations to the following 
students who were successful with 
their Student Council application 
and will be joining our Year 13 Senior 
Leaders - Will Davies, Solly Graham, 
Matilda Little, Bohdan Antonychev to 
form this years KJS Student Council:

•	 Ben W and Chloe W (Year 7)
•	 Tiff W and Conor S (Year 8)
•	 Hazel B & Cecile G (Year 9)
•	 Jack H and Willow M (Year 10)
•	 Rose W & Nancy C (Year 11)
•	 Aidan L and Beatrice M (Year 12)

Student Council meetings will take 
place once a half term. The first meeting 
took place on Thursday 8th October. 
The next Student Council meeting will 
take place on Thursday 10th December. 



Year 10 GCSE Art Sculpture Park trip
 
Our Year 10 GCSE Art students had a brilliant day visiting The 
Yorkshire Sculpture Park! Thankfully, the rain stayed away, 
giving us plenty of time to explore the park and create lots of 
drawings of the sculptures. We enjoyed seeing the incredible 
work of Henry Moore and Barbara Hepworth, gathering ideas to 
develop work for the students sculpture and printmaking projects. 

A big thank you to Mr King and Mrs Moorey for their help and support 
alongside the art department in making the trip such a success!

The Week Ahead: 2nd November 2026
Day Event Year Time Location 
Mon Year 11 PPEs continue

Attendance: Parents Workshop
11

Tue Talk about Trust Sixth Form

Wed

Thur House Football (Boys) 7 Period 3

Fri House Football (Boys)
MP visit

8,9,10
Sixth Form Politics students

Periods 4,6,2
10.30am

Year 7 Football

Year 7 football is thriving at King James’s School, 
with around 50 students attending Thursday training 
sessions. The enthusiasm and commitment shown 
by the boys have been fantastic, providing an 
encouraging start to their school football journey. 
Congratulations to the squad who represented the 
school in their first County Cup fixture, securing an 
impressive 3–1 victory against Malton in the opening 
round. The team have also played a friendly against 
St Aidan’s, producing a very impressive performance. 
They are now looking forward to finding out who they 
will face next in both the Area Cup and County Cup.

With so many students keen to get involved, the school 
hopes to arrange further friendly fixtures to give more 
boys the opportunity to represent their year group.

The team are also seeking sponsorship from a local 
business to help fund a new set of football shirts. This 
offers a wonderful opportunity to support young people 
and school sport, with the sponsor’s contribution 
recognised through the school’s social media channels. 
Anyone interested is warmly invited to contact School.

Well done to all the boys attending training and 
representing the school, we look forward to 
following their progress throughout the season!
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Share the Spirit of Christmas: Support our local Food Bank

Christmas is a time for giving, kindness and coming together as a community. However, for some families in our local area, the 
festive period can bring extra financial pressure, making it difficult to afford essential food and everyday necessities. 

The King James’s School community is working together to make Christmas a little brighter this year for those who need support 
by collecting foodbank donations. 

A list of essential items are listed below: 

•	 tinned fish / tinned meat
•	 tinned goods- soups, veg, pulses
•	 cooking sauce
•	 flour, plain and self-raising
•	 sugar, tea, coffee, biscuits
•	 breakfast cereals
•	 long-life milk / fruit cordials
•	 kitchen / bathroom cleaners / toilet rolls
•	 shower gel / shampoo / toothpaste / deodorant
•	 washing powder or tabs / fabric conditioner 

Please leave any donations in the Christmas Collection area in reception. Please give what you can, share the kindness and help 
make a difference this Christmas. 



Attendance Matters - A Positive Start to the Year!

Well, we made it! The first half-term of the academic year is officially over, and there 
is plenty to celebrate as we reflect on the past few weeks. 

From an attendance perspective, we have bounced back from a slight dip earlier 
in the term and are now almost in line with the national average. This is an 
encouraging position to be in, and one we are determined to build upon as we head 
towards Christmas.  Of course, there are many factors that contribute to good school 
attendance, but one of the most important is the strong partnership between home 
and school. When parents, carers and staff work together, we give our young people 
the very best opportunity to succeed, both academically and personally. 

Celebrating Our Year Groups

A special mention must go to our Year 7 students, who have made an almost 
seamless transition into secondary school life. By now, we hope they have mastered 
the corridors and found their way around the school — although, to be fair, there are 
probably still a few Year 11 students who take the occasional wrong turn! 

One of the most pleasing aspects of this half-term has been the determination and 
resilience shown by Year 11 as they tackle their PPE examinations. Their commitment 
to arriving on time, being prepared and giving their best effort has been particularly 
encouraging. With PPE examinations continuing during the first week back after 
half-term, we would be extremely grateful for your continued support in ensuring students arrive at school promptly, ready to 
perform at their best.

Looking Ahead – Attendance, Rewards and a Little Festive Competition!

Next half-term, we will be placing an even greater emphasis on encouraging and celebrating attendance across the school.  We have 
a range of rewards and incentives planned in the lead-up to Christmas, but our approach will not simply focus on those students 
who already have excellent attendance. We also want to recognise and encourage students whose attendance may currently be 
below expectations, for whatever reason, and celebrate the positive steps they take towards improvement.  Our aim is to create 
a sense of achievement, strengthen students’ feelings of belonging within our school community and perhaps introduce a little 
healthy competition along the way. After all, a bit of festive motivation can go a long way! 

Parent Workshop – Supporting School Attendance

A reminder that our parent workshop will take place on Monday 2nd November at 7.00pm in the Sixth Form Common Room.
We are delighted to be joined by Ruth Watson, Trainee Educational Psychologist with North Yorkshire County Council, 
who has experience of working with local schools and understanding the challenges that can affect children and young 
people’s attendance.  Ruth will share practical advice and strategies that parents and carers can use at home, alongside 
the support available in school, to help young people overcome barriers and feel more confident about attending.  We 
would warmly encourage parents and carers to join us for what promises to be an informative and supportive evening. 

Click here to register: https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/B4JsvzTM3V

Finally, Enjoy the Half-Term!

As we reach the end of a busy first half-term, thank you to all our students, parents, carers and staff for the effort, encouragement 
and support that have helped us make such a positive start to the year.  We hope everyone enjoys a well-earned half-term break, 
and we look forward to welcoming students back for what promises to be an exciting few weeks.  With Christmas on the horizon, 
plenty of attendance rewards to look forward to and a renewed focus on supporting every student, we are optimistic about what 
we can achieve together.

Enjoy the break, keep up the great work, and let’s make next half-term our best yet!

Whole
School

Y7 Y8 Y9 Y10 Y11

19th - 22nd  
Oct

92.7% 95.8% 92.3% 92.9% 88.1% 94.6%

https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/B4JsvzTM3V
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Proposed School Admission Arrangements 2028/2029 

In accordance with our statutory duty under The School Admissions (Admission 
Arrangements and co-ordination of Admission Arrangements) (England) Regulation 
2012.  North Yorkshire Council is consulting on proposed school admission 
arrangements for community and voluntary controlled schools for 2028/2029. 
The consultation opens on 22 October 2026 and closes on 9 December 2026.  You 
may view this at 

https://www.northyorks.gov.uk/proposed-school-admission-arrangements-2028-29 

If you wish to respond, please use the QR code shown below or via the following link 
https://survey.northyorks.gov.uk/t/UCAWZD/    

Voluntary Aided, Foundation, Academy, UTC and Free Schools 

The determination of admission arrangements for Voluntary Aided, Foundation, 
Academy, UTC and Free Schools is the responsibility of the schools’ governing 
bodies as the admission authority for the school.  Any comments relating to a 
Voluntary Aided, Foundation, Academy, UTC or Free Schools should be addressed 
directly to the school in question. 

 

 

Make Half Term Count: Encourage Your Child to Read with Wheelers ePlatform! 

As parents, we all want our children to enjoy their school holidays, relax and have fun. At the same time, half term is 
also a wonderful opportunity to encourage a love of reading, without the pressure of homework or school routines. 

With Wheelers ePlatform, helping your child discover the joy of books has never been easier! One of the biggest 
advantages of Wheelers ePlatform is that our students can access a wide selection of eBooks anytime, anywhere. 

This half term, why not encourage your child to log in to Wheelers ePlatform and find their next favourite book. 
Even 10-15 minutes of reading a day can help our students maintain their reading habits over the holidays, without making it feel like 
another school task.

To get started, download the free ePlatform by Wheelers app from the Apple App Store or Google Play. Click Add New Library and 
enter King James’s School. Sign in with your school email address and password. If you experience any problems logging on, please 
email library@king-james.co.uk.





Children in Need Challenge
 
From Monday 9th to Friday 13th 
November, BBC Look North 
presenter Amy Garcia and 
Lindsey Burrow will be taking 
on an incredible fundraising challenge for Children in Need. 
The pair will walk routes of 5 to 15 miles or more across 
Yorkshire, pulling the iconic red Look North sofa along the way! 
 
On Day 1, Monday 9th November, the challenge will take the ladies 
through North Yorkshire, travelling from Ripon to Knaresborough. 
They are expected to arrive in Knaresborough at approximately 
8.00pm, following Harrogate Road before turning right at World’s 
End and continuing along the waterside to finish at the Castle. 
 
Although the challenge will take place outside school hours, we thought 
that members of our school community may like to go  along to show 
their support and help raise awareness of this fantastic fundraising 
effort. 
 
A live tracker will be available throughout the day, allowing you 
to follow their progress: https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/
pushforpudsey/
 
We wish Amy and Lindsey the very best of luck and hope as many 
people as possible can come out to cheer them on!

https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/pushforpudsey/
https://www.bbcchildreninneed.co.uk/pushforpudsey/


