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Year 12 Art and Photography trip to 
Leeds     

Year 12 artists and photographers had 
a great trip to Leeds to photograph new 
public sculptures by artists Yinka 
Shonibare and Pippa Hale which will form part 
of their A-level coursework. Students were 
engaged and purposeful throughout the day 
and weren’t put off by the rain showers- well 
done to Year 12 and the Art department!

Rewards and Recognition 
Assemblies 

The Associate Assistant Headteachers 
will be using assembly time next week 
to acknowledge and celebrate the achievements, 
efforts and positive contributions of individual and 
groups within the year group. 

Learning Cycle Reports

Please look out for Learning Cycle 1 reports – now 
available on the My Child at School app. Any issues in 
accessing the reports, please contact your child’s 
year team.

Our School Values of Ready, 
Respectful and Engaged underpin our 
expectations at King James’s School and students with strong 
foundations in these areas make consistently good progress and reach their 
potential as they move through school.  

At King James’s School, we strive for all our students to be 
meeting these values in the majority of their subjects (recorded as 
green on their Learning Cycle Report.) Next week, if your child is 
currently not achieving this you will be notified by their year teams about the 
additional support or actions that will be made during Learning Cycle 2.    

In order to support your child, please could you review their Learning Cy-
cle report with them, reinforcing the importance of being Ready, Respectful 
& Engaged, regularly check MCAS for updates on attendance, punctuality 
and behaviour as well as actively encouraging them to make some positive 
changes. Thank you in advance for any support you can provide from home. 

Well done to those students who have achieved greens for Ready, 
Respectful and Engaged in all their subjects! These students’ 
achievements will be celebrated in their Rewards Assemblies next week.  

Year 7 – 33% 
Year 8 – 26% 
Year 9 – 13% 
Year 10 – 29% 
Year 11 – 19%

D60 Detentions

A key part of our behaviour strategy is the use of 
our ‘D60’ after-school detentions. Unfortunately, 
some students are choosing not to attend 
this detention meaning that their sanction is 
escalated to time in our Consequence Room. 

If there is a valid reason why a detention needs to be 
rearranged, we always try to work with parents and 
move it to another day. However, as I am sure parents 
can appreciate, a lot of the time there is no such valid 
reason and students are simply trying to avoid the 
sanction which undermines our behaviour system. 

Please could we ask parents to support us 
by sending us an email if there is a need to 
rearrange a detention, in advance of the 
detention. Otherwise, the detention will be 
escalated as per our behaviour policy. Thank you. 



Thought for the Fortnight   

Thought for the Fortnight for the weeks 
beginning 25th November and 2nd 
December is:

 “A right delayed is a right denied” (Martin Luther King 
Jr). 

Key take aways are:  

• Human rights are basic rights and freedoms that 
belong to every person in the world, from birth 
until death.  

• Human rights apply regardless of where you are 
from, what you believe or how you chose to live 
your life.  

• Human Rights Day is Tuesday 10th  December. Mr 
Gordon will be   delivering assemblies to all year 
groups. 

Careers

Year 8 students enjoyed a career 
focused assembly on Tuesday delivered by 
Megan and Jasmine from Grantley Hall. 
Megan and Jasmine talked about the 
variety of jobs available at 
Grantley Hall and the apprenticeships and 
training programmes they offer. This assembly was a part of the Year 8 
careers education programme that focuses on Exploring Future Pathways.

Year 9 students had the first of 3 assemblies that focus on helping them 
with their Year 9 options process whichtakes place in January.  Miss 
Baker delivered an assembly on the different pathways students can 
take at the end of Year 11 with a specific focus on Apprenticeships. There 
will be assemblies delivered by Harrogate College and UTC Leeds after 
Christmas which offer information about vocational and technical 
pathways. This assembly was part of the Year 9 careers education 
programme which focuses on Exploring Personalised Progression 
Pathways. 

Careers education starts in Year 7 and continues all the way through to 
the end of Year 13. It is delivered through PSHCEE lessons, assemblies and 
tutor time activities. There are also careers specific events throughout the year.  
If you haven’t yet taken a look at our Careers Education Programme, please 
follow the link which will take you to the careers section of the school website. 

Election of Parent Governor 

As you will have seen in the correspondence sent out to 
parents/carers this week, we currently have a vacancy for a 
parent governor and are seeking nominations for an 
enthusiastic and committed parent or carer to join our governing board.

Across the Boroughbridge High School and King James’s School 
Federation we value positive and purposeful partnerships with 
parents, understanding the benefit that this brings to our students. One 
of the most significant ways in parents and carers can contribute to the 
strategic direction of the school is to volunteer to be a parent governor. 

Parent governors are valued members of the team and play a vital 
role in contributing towards the strategic direction of the Federation.

More information, including details on how apply and the full application 
pack can be found here. 

Day Session Year Time Location 
Mon

Tue Primary Maths Challenge
Christmas Concert
Towton Battlefield Society

7.00pm S1

Wed Hospitality & Catering Mock Exam 11

Thur Catch up photographs
MFL Mock Speaking Exam

Various
11

Morning

Fri Hospitality & Catering Mock Exam
School Council Meeting

11

The Week Ahead: 2nd December 2024

Year 13 mock exam revision 

There are five weeks until the start of the Year 
13 mock exams after Christmas. To support our 
students, each subject has devised a revision 
programme which should be followed to ensure they 
have secure knowledge of the topics and content 
assessed in their exams. There are also useful revi-
sion materials to teach students the best ways to re-
vise. The link to the revision page on the website is 
here with all the resources your child need. We wish all 
students the very best of luck and do not hesitate to 
contact us if you need any more guidance about revision.

 https://www.king-james.
co.uk/year-13-a-level-revision/ 

https://www.king-james.co.uk/parent-governor-elections/
https://www.king-james.co.uk/year-13-a-level-revision/
https://www.king-james.co.uk/year-13-a-level-revision/


Movember 2024 Campaign Overview: Making a 
Difference Together

This month, we embarked on our Movember journey with immense pride, and the awareness and engagement it has inspired within 
our school community have been nothing short of incredible. Here’s an overview of what we’ve achieved together so far:

Week 1: Getting Started

We kicked off Movember with enthusiasm, rallying teachers to join the cause. Myself (Mr. Phillips), along with Mr. Atkinson, Mr. Berry, 
Mr. Foster, Mr. Bell, Mr. McIntosh, Mr. Waters, Mr. Hall, Mr. Ratcliffe, Mr. Dumont, Mr. Green, and Mr. Frey, all signed up to brave the 
shave. With an initial fundraising target of £1000, we made our stand by removing all facial hair to support men’s mental health and 
inspire meaningful conversations with students about this vital cause.

Week 2: Spreading the Message

To deepen engagement, we created a Movember video featuring teachers sharing personal stories about their involvement. This was 
shared with students during form time, sparking important conversations about men’s health. You can view the video here:  
Movember Video.

The campaign gained even more traction when the Stray Ferret, our local newspaper, featured an article about our efforts. 
This exposure allowed us to extend our message beyond the school community. You can read the article here: Stray Ferret Article.

Week 3: Building Excitement

This week was all about engagement and fun. Students eagerly guessed which teacher would be chosen for a live beard shave 
during our livestream. Excitement buzzed throughout the school as the reveal unfolded: Mr. Keeble was the mystery man! Students 
even voted for the moustache style—settling on Hulk Hogan’s iconic handlebars.

The live event brought the whole school together, emphasising the importance of Movember while fostering a sense of community. 
Students were so inspired they challenged us to raise our target to £4000. Thanks to their support and enthusiasm, we’ve already 
reached an incredible £3805!

Week 4: Celebrating Success

As the final week unfolds, the moustaches are looking fantastic! Students have now voted for their Mo King (best tash) and Mo Joker 
(most creative or worst tash). The winners, as voted by the students, are:

• Mo King: Mr. Bell, whose meticulous moustache earned him the crown!
• Mo Joker: Mr. Ratcliffe, for his thick, slick, and creative tash that captured everyone’s imagination! 

The results of the vote have been a lot of fun, but what has truly taken my breath away is the amazing commitment shown by staff 
and students throughout this campaign. The energy, support, and enthusiasm from everyone have been truly inspiring. Your efforts, 
and the generosity from the wider school community, have made this campaign something special.

Once again, thank you all for your incredible support and generous donations. With your help, we’re making a real difference in rais-
ing awareness about men’s health and mental health. If you’re able to help us reach our ambitious £4000 target, we’d greatly appreci-
ate your contribution.

Donate to Movember

Let’s keep the momentum going for Movember!

Free Parent and Carer Autism Training

NYC Inclusion provide free parent & carer Autism training.  There is a downloadable course and a 2 day face to face course in 
Northallerton on 5th & 6th February 2025.  To book on / download the training, register on the NYES website and put parent in the job 
title/organisation boxes and ‘attend training course’ in reason section.  

If needed NYES can be contacted - 
Email: nyes@northyorks.gov.uk or 
Call: 01609 533222 

Unlocking Autism for Parents & Carers 2 Day Course | NYES Info 

https://nyes.info/Event/234730 

https://youtu.be/GFLiY90tHU0?si=ALC9FZ5RKCJ1NR27
https://thestrayferret.co.uk/news/latest/knaresborough-teachers-grow-tashes-for-movember
https://uk.movember.com/team/2482311?utm_source=qrcode&utm_medium=mo_app&utm_campaign=movember&utm_content=app_share_teamspace_qr
https://r1.ddlnk.net/c/AQjHqAwQ4IytARiQsNCBASCl6scsiSupNJZPHGQqJJHZQZou8Okf1HqpWN5otVKQC__FPOg
https://r1.ddlnk.net/c/AQjHqAwQ4IytARiQsNCBASCm6scsvz-vM4f-V79TUhjDdP6-LUrCTaQGKa3Z3NETJWs0yc0


Chrismouse trail in Knaresborough

Celebrate Chrismouse with us and find unique handmade mice by artists and makers in 19 ven-
ues across Knaresborough.

Enjoy the Chrismouse magic as you wander the town’s historic streets around the central Market 
Place and visit Knaresborough’s wonderful local shops, galleries and cafes this Christmas. 

The Chrismouse trail map can be purchased (for £3.00) from The Lavender Tea Rooms (Ye Olde 
Chemist Shoppe) on the Market Place. Profit from sales of the map will go to the Harrogate and 
Knaresborough Toy Library and Lucie’s Animal Rescue. The Knaresborough Chrismouse Trail is 
kindly supported by the Knaresborough Business Collective.

The Chrismouse trail map has been illustrated by Emma Edgar.

To complete your festive experience, don’t forget to visit the Christmas Tree Festival at St John’s 
Church, which runs from 7th-22nd December 2024.

Christmas in 
Knaresborough  

We are pleased to 
promote all of the community 
activities and events that are taking place in and 
around Knaresborough during the festive season. The 
information attached to the newsletter outlines what is 
on and when. There is a wide range on offer. We hope you 
are able to fit some of these into your calendar this year.

The Annual Skrentny Creative Writing 
Competition 2024

A reminder about the above competition, where we invite parents/
carers, staff and students to participate in our annual creative writing 
competition.  

Do you aspire to be the next voice of your generation? If so, this 
competition will be perfect to get you started on your creative 
writing journey. Your challenge is to write no more than 1,000 words 
based on the title ‘Dear Diary…’ 

You might decide to write a short story, a poem, a graphic novel, 
song lyrics, a diary or perhaps a diary entry of your favourite fictional 
or historical figure. It’s entirely up to you! 

The competition will 
be judged externally, 
and prizes will be 
awarded for the best 
entries in KS3, KS4 
and KS5. There will 
also be additional 
categories for entries 
from staff and 
parents/carers.  

Further details on 
how to enter can be 
found below:

Complete your entry in Microsoft Word 

and email it to us at 

Library@king-james.co.uk with the 

subject Dear Diary... 

You must include your name and for 

student entries also add your Tutor 

group. 

√Do you aspire to be the next voice of 

your generation? If so, this competition 

will be perfect to get you started on 

your creative writing journey. Your 

challenge is to write no more than 1,000 

words based on the title ‘Dear Diary…...’

You might decide to write a short story, 

a poem, a graphic novel, song lyrics, a 

diary or perhaps a diary entry of your 

favourite fictional or historical figure. 

It’s entirely up to you! We can’t wait to read your stories!

Please submit your 

entry by 12PM on 31st 

December 2024 

DEAR DIARY...
Skrentny Creative Writing Competition 



Mr RatcliffeMr Bell
MoKing: Best and Boldest ‘stache

Mojoker: Funniest and most
creative ‘stache 

Our wonderful ‘staches

Movember

Time

The Winners! 

Congratulations to all our
Movember participants and
a huge thank you to
everyone who supported the
cause!

Together, we’ve raised
£3805 so far, with just
£195 left to reach our
£4000 target! Your
contributions are making
a real difference in
supporting men’s health
and mental health.

Let’s finish strong—together, we can hit our goal!

Donate Now

Thank you to everyone who has been part of this
amazing campaign!”

https://uk.movember.com/team/2482311?utm_source=qrcode&utm_medium=mo_app&utm_campaign=movember&utm_content=app_share_teamspace_qr
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