
The King James’s School 
History Learning Journey

9

8

7
Britain 1066 

Norman Conquest 
and William I

Why did Britain’s 
last successful 

invasion succeed?

Britain 1066-1450 the 
Changing power of the 

monarchWhy was the 
Black Death 
so terrifying?

Britain and Europe 1066-
1450 Medieval Societies 
and the Black Death

The Middle East 1095-
1492 The Crusades-
Saladin the Great

Why was there 
conflict over 
Jerusalem?

The Wars of the Roses 
and the Tudors

How did the Wars of 
the Roses shape 

England?

Why were the Tudors 
significant?

Why did Parliament 
develop to challenge 
power of  monarch?

Were 
perceptions of 
female rulers 

fair?

What can we 
learn about from 

the Black 
Tudors?

Why were 
people 

willing to 
fight and 

die for 
religion?

Why did the death of 
Edward the 

Confessor cause a 
crisis?

The Reformation in 
Europe and England/ 

Scotland 

Elizabeth I Reign
The Voyages of Discovery, 
the New World and the 

Armada

How did William 
secure his reign 
from rebellion?

How did 
Elizabeth secure 

her reign?

Was Elizabethan 
England really a 

Golden Age?
What was the 

impact of 
Elizabeth’s refusal 

to marry?

= Enquiry Questions

= Topics studied

Britain 1601-1649 
The Stuarts and 
the English Civil 

War

Why did the King 
go to war against 

his people?

Protest and the 
Chartists

Britain- the 
Industrial 

Revolution and 
development of 
worker’s rights

Indigenous 
American culture 
and persecution 

by European 
settlers/ white 

Americans

Pre –colonial 
Africa

The Growth of the 
British Empire

The rebellions of 
enslaved Africans 

and Emancipation

The Trans-Atlantic 
Slave Trade- the 

impact on enslaved 
Africans

The British Raj

How and why did 
Britain develop 
their Empire?

Were the 
Chartists 

significant?

Why were working 
conditions 
improved?

Was the Indigenous 
culture so different to 

our own?

How did the Civil 
War effect 

people?
How was life 

different for the 
rich and working 

class?

How did enslaved 
Africans resist slavery 

and why was the slave 
trade abolished?

Why did people 
begin to fight 

against the slave 
trade?

Why were 
European views 

of Africa so 
wrong?

What was life like 
in the Raj?

How did India 
gain 

independence?

Europe on the eve of 
war- Causes of WWI

The Suffragettes and 
Suffragists

WWII key events

The Causes of WWII

USA 1920s 

Making Peace: Treaty 
of Versailles

The Holocaust

Britain and USA 
1960s Feminism, Civil 
Rights and LGBTQ 

rights

Why did some 
women risk 

everything for the 
right to vote?

How far has 
Britain and the 

USA moved 
towards equality?

Did women 
achieve sexual 
equality in the 

1960s?

How did African-
Americans gain 

and protect their 
civil rights?

How did the Jews 
resist and survive 
the Holocaust?

Why did 
antisemitism 

spread in the 
1930s?

Was Hitler fully to 
blame for starting 

WWII?

Why did the 
Stock Market 

Crash?

Was the USA 
really the Land of 

Opportunity?

Was the Treaty of 
Versailles unfair?

Why did women 
get the vote?

Why was this new 
type of warfare 

so deadly?

Why did Europe 
divide into two 
armed camps?

How did the 
world try to 

prevent war and 
why did it fail?

How was the might 
of the German war 
machine defeated?

Divided Society 1960s

Why did the 
LGBTQ 

community face 
persecution?

Why is 
propaganda 
dangerous?

Our KS3 History curriculum is underpinned 
by core themes: 
1. Power and authority- the challenges 

of ruling
2. The development of democracy and 

civil rights 
3. Social and political changes over time
4. Imperialism, expansion and conflict
5. Resistance against persecution and 

prejudice
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Medieval Medicine 1250-1500
“Medicine Stands Still”?

Ideas on causes
Treatments used

Ideas on prevention
Reasons for change/ continuity

Case Study: The Black 
Death 1348-51
Ideas on causes

Treatments
Preventions

Renaissance Medicine
“The beginnings of change”

1500-1700
Ideas on causes

Treatments used
Ideas on prevention
Reasons for change/ 

continuity

Case Study: The Great Plague 1665
Ideas on causes

Treatments
Preventions

How was this different to Black 
Death?

GCSE Paper 1: Edexcel: 
Medicine Through 

Time
1250-Present

Industrial Medicine
“A Revolution in medicine?”

1700-1900
Ideas on causes

Treatments used
Ideas on prevention
Reasons for change/ 

continuity

Case Study: The Cholera 
Epidemics 1830s-1850s

Ideas on causes
Treatments
Preventions

Modern Medicine
“Technological advancements”

1900-Present
Ideas on causes

Treatments used
Ideas on prevention

Reasons for change/ continuity

Case Study: Lung Cancer 
1950s- Present
Ideas on causes

Treatments
Preventions

Site study: British Sector 
of Western Front-

Medicine
1914-1918

New Treatments-
Reasons for change/ 

continuity
Source based enquiry

GCSE Paper 2 Section 
A: Edexcel: Anglo 
Saxon/ Norman 

England

Anglo-Saxon society 
and rule- Edward 
the Confessor and 
the succession crisis Who were the 

claimants to the 
throne? How strong 

was their claim?

Norman 
aristocracy

Norman England: 
The Church

Norman England: 
The Feudal System

Revolt of the 
Earls 1075

Establishing control-
William’s challenges 
and Anglo-Saxon 
resistance 1068-71

1066 the Norman 
Invasion and Battles 
of Stamford Bridge 

and Hastings

Norman 
England: 
Norman 

Government

William I and his 
sons- the succession 

crisis part II

GCSE Paper 3 Weimar 
and Nazi Germany

Origins of the 
Weimar Republic 

1918-1919

Munich 
Putsch and 
Lean Years 
1923-1929

Early 
Development 
of Nazi Party 

1920-1923

Changes in 
Society 

1924-1929

The recovery 
of the 

Republic 
1924-1929

Early challenges to 
Republic- Right and 

Left Wing

Nazi policies 
towards 
women

Opposition, 
resistance 

and 
conformity

Controlling 
and 

influencing 
attitudes

The 
Police 
State

The creation 
of a 

dictatorship 
1933-1934

How did 
Hitler become 

Chancellor?
Why did 

support for 
Nazi Party 

grow?

Nazi policies 
towards the 

young

Employment 
and living 
standards

The 
persecution of 

minorities

GCSE Paper 2: Section B: 
Super power relations in the 
Cold War

The Origins of the 
Cold War: Tensions 
between East and 

West

The Development 
of the Cold War 

1946-1949

The fall of Berlin 
wall

Gorbacev’s New 
Thinking

Reagan and the 
second Cold War

The invasion of 
Afghanistan

Reagan and 
Gorbacev

Attempts to 
reduce tension: 

SALT and Helsinki

Cold War Crisis: 
Czechoslovakia The 
Prague Spring, Non-
proliferation treaty

Cold War Crisis: 
The Cuban Missile 

Crisis 1961-1962
Cold War Crisis: 
The Berlin Crisis 
and Berlin Wall 

1957-1961

The Cold War 
intensifies: Arms 
Race, Warsaw 

Pact and 
Hungarian Rising 

1956

The collapse of 
Soviet Union and 

Warsaw PactGCSE Exams

10


	History KS3 learning journey
	Slide Number 1

	History GCSE learning journey
	Slide Number 1


