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 8th September 2023 

Dear Parents/Carers 

I hope you had a good summer and have enjoyed spending some quality time with family and friends. 

 

It has been lovely to welcome all our students back – particularly our new cohort of Year 7’s who have 

made a great first impression on all their teachers and are settling into the new routines and environment 

happily and with confidence. 

 

For any parents who are interested about learning more about your child’s emotional development, the 

NHS is providing free online courses. Please see the information at the end of this letter.  

 

In this letter you will find:  

1. The Week Ahead  

2. Academic success 

3. School Development  

4. Sixth Form 

5. School meals 

6. Free School Meals 

7. Uniform 

8. Extra-curricular clubs 

9. Community notices 

 

 

1. The Week Ahead: 11th September 2023 

Personal Development Focus: READY 

Integrity -“embracing the school ethos and the importance of having strong values” 

Day Session Year Time Location 

Mon     

Tues Expectations evening 7 

8 

6pm 

7pm 

S1 

S1 

Weds Expectations evening 

GCSE Support evening 

9 

10 

6pm 

7pm 

S1 

S1 

Thur     

Fri     
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2. Academic Success 

We are extremely proud of our GCSE and A-Level students who achieved great success in their exams 

this year, despite having experienced the various challenges brought about by the pandemic. 

This year marked a return to exams, following centre-assessed grades (CAGs) in 2020 and teacher-

assessed grades (TAGs) in 2021. This different form of assessment meant that grades in those years 

were higher than normal, and so in 2023 grades have been re-calibrated in line with the 2019 profile. 

Schools were advised to expect grades to fall, in line with this national policy position. Despite this, we 

are pleased to report that our GCSE, BTEC, A-Level and vocational results remained strong.   

The percentage of students achieving GCSE grades 9-4 was 71.7%, above the national 67.8%. The 

percentage achieving the top grades 7 and over was 23.6%, above the Yorkshire and Humber 

percentage of 18.2%.  

A-Level students sat external exams for the first time this year and KJS students rose to this challenge 

fantastically well. Our sixth form is thriving, and we had a cohort of 120 A-Level students, 84% of 

whom were entered for 3 A-Levels. All students have secured high-quality post-16 pathways, with 

nearly 90 students choosing to go to university and over 25% of them to Russell Group universities to 

study a range of courses from Architecture to Veterinary Medicine, and at a range of universities from 

Bristol to UCL. Many others have secured great apprenticeship positions or have chosen to take a gap 

year. 

3. School Development 

Our school motto is ‘to set no limits on what we can achieve’ and building on our 400+ years of 

success to provide excellence in all we do is our key priority. We were delighted when Ofsted identified 

so many strengths at KJS last year, judging us to be ‘good’ overall, and that this has been evidenced in 

this year’s results. However, we are far from complacent and have been working on our improvement 

plan for the next phase of our development. Please find a summary of our strategy on our website by 

clicking School Development Plan. 

 

4. Sixth Form 

King James’s ‘sixth formers flourish!’ (Ofsted January 2023) 

We still have a few available places in our fantastic sixth form and welcome applications from ex-

students or students from other schools. There is a broad range of courses available, and students are 

‘well supported by the pastoral team’ and ‘well prepared for adulthood’. Please see information on our website 

King James’s Sixth Form  including our entry requirements or email sixthform@king-james.co.uk. 

 

5. School Meals 

For the start of this year, we have developed our meal offer to include a range of new exciting, healthy, 

options for your child. This includes; 

✓ A rice and noodle bar 

✓ Two pasta bars offering five different sauces 

✓ A hot sandwich bar 

✓ A cold sandwich bar – with a range of new speciality breads 

✓ A hot meal every day - menus can be found on our website here 

✓ A salad bar 

. 

 

 

 

https://www.king-james.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/School-Development-Plan-2023-25-for-parents.pdf
https://www.king-james.co.uk/sixth-form-2/
mailto:sixthform@king-james.co.uk
https://www.king-james.co.uk/catering-2/
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6. Free School Meals 

Did you know that registering your child for Free School Meals means that you could save around 

£532 per year? 

If your child is eligible, it means they can enjoy delicious, healthy meals without the bills and the fuss 

of making packed lunches. The daily allowance is currently £2.80. This is updated on your child’s lunch 

account each weekday and can be used at break or lunchtime. We will always have a range of different 

hot and cold meal deals available at lunch time which include a dessert and a drink costing £2.50-£2.80. 

We operate a cashless system which means that at the till all students feel the same – other students 

will not know your child has free school meals.  

Claiming free school meals also helps the school get extra money that can help your child in lessons 

or with resources. 

There is nothing healthier for your child and your family’s budget than free school meals! If you meet 

the eligibility criteria below then please Apply for Free School Meals here. It only takes a couple of 

minutes, but if you need any support with your application, please contact school and we will help you.   

To qualify you must be receiving: 

• Universal Credit, provided you have an annual net earned income of no more than £7,400, as 

assessed by earnings from up to three of your most recent assessment periods (£616.67 per 

month) 

• Income Support 

• Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance 

• Income-related Employment and Support Allowance 

• support under part six of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999 

• the guarantee element of Pension Credit 

• Child Tax Credit, provided you are also not entitled to Working Tax Credit and have an 

annual household gross income that does not exceed £16,190 (as assessed by HMRC) 

• Working Tax Credit run-on, paid for four weeks after you stop qualifying for Working Tax 

Credit 

Please note that contributions-based benefits, including contribution-related Jobseekers' Allowance do 

not entitle you to claim free school meals. 

Apply for Free School Meals here 

 

7. Uniform 

We have returned to school this week to glorious sunshine and hot temperatures and therefore allowed 

students to wear the summer uniform until the end of this week. However, as temperatures are set to 

fall at the weekend, from next week students will be expected to wear the full uniform once again. 

Please could parents remind students that ties and blazers are required. Please check they are wearing 

formal black shoes (not trainers), not modifying uniforms, and that make-up is minimal. Thank you 

for your support with this, it is much appreciated. 

 

We have a range of pre-loved uniform that is available for families free of charge or for a small 

donation. Please contact Sarah Kinsey-Stephens on kinsey-stephenss@king-james.co.uk to discuss 

your requirements and arrange collection. 

https://fisportal.northyorks.gov.uk/Synergy/fsm_prereq.aspx?utm_campaign=2269661_LA%20Weekly%20%20e-Redbag%2001%20July%202022&utm_medium=email&utm_source=North%20Yorks%20County%20Council&dm_i=4BPJ,1CNA5,4HUOGX,68WKO,1
https://fisportal.northyorks.gov.uk/Synergy/fsm_prereq.aspx?utm_campaign=2269661_LA%20Weekly%20%20e-Redbag%2001%20July%202022&utm_medium=email&utm_source=North%20Yorks%20County%20Council&dm_i=4BPJ,1CNA5,4HUOGX,68WKO,1
mailto:kinsey-stephenss@king-james.co.uk
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8. Extra-curricular clubs 

Information about all extra-curricular clubs for this academic year will be provided to students next 

week, with the booklet being available to view on the school website. Below are details of the clubs 

that the PE department will be running this term; the numbers refer to the year group. These clubs 

will start week beginning 11th September and will finish between 4.15-4.30pm 

 

9. Community Notices 

Please see flyers below for some events and activities taking place in the local community that may be 

of interest. 

 

Best wishes for a sunny weekend, 

 
Clare Martin 

Headteacher 
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