
Year 9 – Tectonics 
 
 

Learning Journey 

 Title 
1 Introduction to Natural Hazards 
2 The structure of the earth 
3 Plate Boundaries 
4 Volcano Morphology 
5 Case Study of a volcanic eruption (Mt St Helens) 6 
8 Reducing the impact of volcanic eruptions 
9 What is a super-volcano? 

Keywords 

Plates The earth’s surface is broken into large sections; like a 
cracked eggshell 

 The edges of plates / where different plates meet 

 Where two plates are moving towards each other 

 Where two plates are moving away from each other 

 Where two plates are sliding side-by-side 

 The innermost layer of the earth, made of solid metals 

 The middle layer of the earth, between the core and the crust, 
made of semi-molten rock 

 Melted rock below the earth’s surface 

 Melted rock above the earth’s surface 

 A fast-moving mass of gas, ash and lava rushing down the 
side of a volcano following an eruption 

 

Magma; plate boundaries; core; constructive plate margin; lava; destructive plate 
margin; pyroclastic flow; conservative plate margin 

 


